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On motion of Mr. Wren, the House adjourned until 10 o'clock 
A .. M. to-morrow. 

ArS'rut, Wednesday, J~munry 12, ls53. 

IIouse met pursuant to ndjournmcnt-roll calle<l-quomm 

present. , I ·1 
Absentees-Messrs. Camp, Dn~geU, Doom. I• iol~s, l n?11 • 

ton, Hartley, Iloward, Jolmso?, .Lun~,. Mcr'nrlnu~, ..1: cnl, Suns, 
Stewart, Tankersly, Tarver, T1tns, "'\ il~on aud \\ rcu. 

Journal of yesterday rood nud adopted. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr. Bee submitted the petition of .T. P. Pritchard, prn)iug 
relief· referred tu committee on Pnblic Debt. 

:M/ Andrews submitted tho petition of .John n. lnc..'\Inrdo, 
praying _relief· referred to committee ou Pnblic D bt. 

Mr. Ilamil~n submitted the petition of Hobert 11 untcr, At
torney for A. 0. Smith, nnd nccompanying documcuts, pmy
ing relief; referred to committee on Pulilic )) bt. 

Mr. Scott submitted the petition of Willintn E. Mayhuw, 
Alexander-Fisher nnd Wiilimn D. Miller, 11rnyiug relief; re
ferred to committee 011 Public Debt. 

Mr. Neighbors submitted tho petition of It J. Jones, proJ· 
ing relief; referred to Fin:mco committee. 

Mr. Neighbors submitted the petition of F. Girnml, pmying 
relief; referred to finance committee. 
·Mr. Russell submittcil the petition of tho citi7.dns of \"''fill 

Zandt county, pra);ng that ltmd therein nnmcd be condornned 
for the use of said county. 

Mr. Hartley submitted the petition of Willinm McOoy, 
pra~g for land; referred to committee on J>rivato J..and 
Claims. 

JJ:. An~ews snl>mittcd the . memorial of Thomas Dean, 
praymg relief; referred to comnuttce on Pulilic Laud. 
. Mr. Palmer submitted the petition of Elimbcth Burry, pray
ing for land; referred to committee on Pri-rnte Laud Clairtlll. 

Mr. Rossy submitted the petition of G. P. Wrede, praying 
relief; reterred to cotnmitteo on Private Land Claims 

M:. ~oighb?rs presented the petition of Mnria de Jcsns 
TreVlmo, .Praymg for Land; referred to committee on Private 
Land Olauns. 

Mr. Cannon submitted the petition of James Crossland, 
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praying for land ; referred to committee on Private J,and Claims, 
No. 2. 

Mr. P ollock submitted the petition of John D . Gann, prn.y
in~;elief; referred to committee on the J udiciary. 

J.Vlr. Randolph snbmitte<l tho petition of D. W. Jlfe1·edith 
and Martha Meredith, praying for land; referred to committee 
on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Taylor of Fannin submitl-Od the petition of Josiah Nich
ols and L. Lewis, praying relief; reforred to committee on Pri
vate Land Claims. 

Mr. Taylor of Harrison submitted the petition of sundry cit
izens of Ilarrison county~ praying n. cl1ange of the name of 
" Marshall University," to that of "Van Zandt College;" rf!' 
felTed to committee on E<lucation. 

Mr. Ilmtley submitted the petition of IJcander Westcott, 
a.dminisb·ator of Lewis "Williams, prn.ying relief ; referred to 
committee on Public Debt. 

Mr. Maverick presented the petitions of A. Deffenbough and 
J ose Cassiano, Esqr., praying relief ; w1Jich were referred 
to committee on Publ ic Lands. 

Mr. Maver ick presented tll<3 petition of Ceasar Monod, pray
ing relief; l·efon·ec1 to committee on Claims nnd Accounts. 

Mr. Po.trick submittetl tho petition of s11n<lr7 citiZPns of 
R ober tston, J,imcstonc and J,con counties in relation to Elc-rnn 
Le!1'~uo Clnirns ; ruforrorl to the committee on 1110 ,J tHliciar,r. 

lVlr. Ilartlcy su bmittc<l the petition of I,cn11<lor ·w cstcutt, ad
ministrator of P atrick Hock, praying roliof; roforrc<l to com
mittee on Olaims and Accounts. 

Mr. R owe snhmiitod the petition of Sylvn. ForRyth, p1'aying 
for lo.ntl; referred to committee on P1-i\'atc Lnntl Ohims. 

:Mr. li'lnnn~nn introdncc<l tho fol1owin~ resolution: 
Resolc11rl, That with tho concurrence of tho Senate, tho two 

Ilouses will, 0 11 Satnr<ln..r next, the 15th instant, proceed to the 
election of o. U. S. Senator, for the Senatorial term commenc
ing on the 4th of March next. 

R csolntion luicl on the tub1e one cfav for consideration. 
Mr. H amilton introduced n. hill to i)e entit1c<l ':au act to au

thorize the paym ent b~· the Trca!!nrcr of tho State, the amount 
allowed by a certificate of the ..luditor and Comptroller therein 
named; read first time ; nncl, 

On motion of Mr. Ifamilto:1, th~ rule requiring bills to be 
ren.<l un three se'i"eral clays. was HtspcnrJcd; hill rca11 second 
time unrl rcforred to committee on Publi~ Debt. 

Mr. Ilood introduced the following resolution: · 
2 
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Resolved, Thnt it is the sense of this J!~mso ~hnt no b~ 
siness will he entertained. or ncted upcm dunng tl11 .cx~ord1-
nary session of the Lcgislntm"?, ot11~r tbnu thnt. wl!1ch is re
commended or suggested to tlus J..cgJslnturc by bis .Excellency, 
the Governor. . 

Mr. Itossy moved to lny on tho fable; carried. 
Mr. Patrick introclncctl a l.>ill for tho relief oi James Nelson 

and others; read firat time. • . • 
Mr. Turner intrvdnccd a bill to be entitled an act to mcorpo-

rate the Alma In,;titutc ; read first time. . . . 
Mr. Randolph introduced a hill to n11thor1m tho District 

Clerk of llouston county to transcribe certain records; read 
brst time. 

Mr. Hamilton introtluced a bill to lJo entitled an act to au
' thorizc and req uirc tho Commissioner of tho Gene.ml Land Ot
fico to isaue to James 0. Hice or Jiis assignees, a patent to a 
lot thoreiu mnncd ; read fh'St time. 

Mr. lfamilton introduced a hill to be cntitle<l nu act t.o make 
appropriation for, aucl authol·izo tho payment of Certificate No. 
205, issued by the Auditor and Comptroller of the lnt.e Repub
lic of Texas ; read fin;t time. 

Mr. Dco submitted tho follo,ving resolution : 
Ruolved, That tho committee on Public Debt Lo inst.ructed 

to enquire into tho propriety of discharging tho debt of the late 
Republic of Tcx:ui, according to itA faco va.luc, by paying the 
amount admitted to be duo by tho Auditor and Com11tro1Jer in 
money, mul tho h<ll:mco iu laud at per acre, and report 
by bill or otherwise. 

Resolution rcaa, and on motion, lai<l on the table. 
Mr. Hamilton introduced tho following rCSQlution: 
Reacilved, 'f¥t tho Jucliciary cv111mittcc Lo instructed by the 

~o!™l, .to ~nqu1re intt'. the expediency of reorganizing the ju· 
d1cml d1str1cts of the Stuk, aucl report by bill or othenriae, aa 
early as practicable; rend an1l n1loptcd. • 

On motion of Mr. Runnels, :\fr. W cstmoreland was placed 
upon the seYeral conunittt.'CS of which Mr. Crump was a mem
ber durinf? the past session. 

On motion of Mr. St.ape, Mr. Recd was placed upon the eev
eral commit~ecs of which .Mr. Peebles was a member daring 
the past session. 

On p1otio!1 of Mr. S~tt, Mr. Palmer was placed upon the 
same couun1~tces ot which Mr. Harrison was a member daring 
tho past session. 

On motion of Mr .. Bryan of Cameron, Mr. Dunlap was 
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placed upon the same committees of which Mr. Grinstetl was a 
member. 

On motion of Mr. Ilmnilton, 1ifr. ·w cstmorclancl was added 
to the judiciary committee. 

On motion of Mr. Patrick, Mr. Crabb was placecl upon the 
same committees, of which Mr. Ifatch was a member except 
the committees on .Tmliciary and Education. ' 

On motion of Mr. lfamiltou, the Ilouse took ::i. recess of 
fifteen minutes. • 

Recess c1..1)ircd-IIouso met-roll called-quo111m present. 
The followin~ mcssag,c, with accompanying docmncnt.~I' was 

received &om IIis Excellency the Governor, through his Pri-
vate Secretary : . 

E:n:cL'TITE DEP.A.RTirENT, STATE OF TExA.S, } 
At:;TL-., Junuu'ry 13, 1853. 

To tlw II&nora:Ue the Senate, 
and Ilo~c of Ropresentat:1.Jcs : 

GEXTLf::\m .. "<: Tho constitutioual pri,·ilcgc of convcnin"' vou 
in extraordinary session, has Leen oxcrci~e<l after n cnutio~1Z in
vestigation of its cxpc<licncy; mul luwing nssomblc<l iu compli
ance with tho pl'Oc!a111ation of tho jirst ut' No,·ember, 185:!, I 
g reet you rcspcclfnlly anti kindly as tho reprcscututi \'Cs of 
our connn<m co11i;tituc11t$. • 

In view of tho manituld l>lcssin,!...rs which ,it hns lJccn our lot 
to enjoy nuder the gu i<lunco of a bc1wflccut f'roviclcnce sin co 
tho adjournment of your Hcinorahlc body, it Lccomei; us on the 
occasion of your rc-nniou, hmnlily, nu<l iu the trnc spirit of 
tlumkfuJncss, to ac}rnowledgc the ou!igntious which WO OWC to 
onr Orcmtor, nnd with deep humility of hca1·t, to bless him for 
the distinguished 111a11ifostatious oi' his kindness towai·<ls us as 
a favored Nation and Stntc. . 

The summons whid1 brings yon to the Capital at this rigor
ous season ot the yca1·, imposc..'l, I am awnrc, an lmplcnsant 
draft upon your personal com·enicucc an<l comfort; and in that 
consideration, it was made with reluctance _on my part. But, 
gentlemen, I shoul<l 11ay n Ycry poor com11l1111cnt to that exalt
ed sense of pati·iotisu1 which is supposeu to exh;t in the IDind 
of every man who is entrusted hy a. confiding people with a 
participation in tho c0uucils of the State, if 1 wero to apolo
gize to you for this tcmporo.ry interf..!rencc with ~·our j)Cr:,onal 
interest, in..-oking as it doe;. the pleasant cu<lemmcnts of home 
and famih· ussociatiomi. Our pretleccssorB, whose duty und la
bor it was· to or.,anizo and i1ut into successful ollcmtion the 

0 ' • 
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macbincn- of State go"cmmcn~ ncco1.npli bed tl!c dcli~nto anrl 
rcgpon ih\c tnsk tl1rou •h t11nno1l, !1'" ~Ct) rmd .<lJ .. nppmntmc.nt. 

'l'he pione<:rS <if iudcpcud u~ · m 1 ex , w1tl~ t 111 grcntcr 
sacrifices ot' tl1at ropos() nnd qmctud so con" mnl to 0~1r !•a
ture:;, with fortitude nnd puti ut cndumnc , \\"orthy of i.nuta
tion, succooded, after a doubtful and ov ntful lrll!,'l;)c,. rn .ac· 
quirin<• thi;; sunuy lnnd of ours. '!'hey reared upon i~ m ~1t~
tious ,~h¥:h arc this dny onr p1·iclo and bonst, nnd winch it is 
our hiirh trust to protect nnd mature. 

Sur~lv, then, we, who aro the flwvrcd rocipicnta of the sul>
stantiat"bcnotits nchio,·cd hy their wi tom nn.l ,-~tor, ca~ uncler 
no circumstances, complniu of tho sacred obhgnt1on rcstmg up
on us to improYc, enlarge, and if po iblc, }X'rp •tunto tho glo-
rious fabric wliil'h they hnYo so nvbly hcr-'lm. . 

A ~rn111l 1iold has bocn plnced before 11 , clenre<l of tts rub
bish· it-. nn•a is 1rrcnt-soi1 rich uu1l deep-the culture nncl the 
11arv~"t l11wo 1>00~1 loft for u nll. It is a f.,'1' nt mornl fiolcl, and 
upon it may be gnincu n great 111ornl h"iumph. It is temporn· 
rily committccl to your chnrgc. 

A high s1mso of duty nlono Ima incluccd mo to com ono tho 
le~slaturo. Were l ut nll timid in tho \>Oeition assumed hy 
this act, or dcsiro11« in nny wise of lesscnmg the weight of re· 

, spornnbility that is atta<:hed to it, I might sately rally upon the 
cumulath·o evidcnccs of public 0\1inio11 in my fa~or, obtained 
from many channels. I mny sately, however, leave the wis· 
dom and propriety of my course to bo tested hy t11e intrinsic 
importance of tho scYcral suhjccta which I shall have the honor 
to submit for your consideration. Those I purpoee to present 
as clearly ns my humble abilities will allow and as bnefly as 
is consistent with a fair elucidation of therd. 

The :past year has been distinguished by an ununal yield of 
the agnc'!ltural products of the State· and the anperabundnnt 
returns ot the husbandman find a ;;dy demand in the tide of 
immigrati~n now swelling to an unexampled extent. With 
few exceptio~s, general health hns been enJoyecl by the citW.ena 
of every section. 

While, then, it ~ords ~e the highest satisfaction to oongtat
~la~ you on the ev1de~ces of general proeperl\'f penading oqr 
hm1ts1 and the flattering -proepect of an auajric,.os future, ti1f6 
nn.pleas~nt dutv dcvol~es on me of sbadmg dtre othe~ 
bnght picture, by .all~dmg t.o certain existing ff.iii which it 
necessary to mention m order that they may be~ 

In representing faithfully, al it is my duty tO d~ ~ 
late and ruined condition of a portion of oar '•11111~1!11 
frontier, and appealing again to your sense of jaltiee foll 
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relief which it was the sncrecl clut,\" of the Federal government 
long since tv ha \"C l"UJll'licd: arnl at tho ::.amo time soliciting 
your sanction uf the moasnrcs of militnry dctcmce I have 
<leemed it mr impcrntin! duty to adopt, I di claim any desire 
to charge the cxecutirn J1eall of that go,·crnment wHh ne
~lect of~dut_,~ townr1l .. , or want of a proper re~pcct for. the just 
demands of our frontier. On tl1e coutrar_, .• it affords me pleas
ure to exprcso to you rn.r belief thnt tho l'r ·~i1lc11t on this sub
ject bas been directed by enlarged nnd patriotic Yicws. His 
recommendations to Uon!!rOSs in reference tu the military de· 
fences of the country, hn~c been in tho main, wil:.'o and cxiie<li
ent. The complicate ancl arrl110111; duties of that officer, cx
clndc him, howc,·cr, noce~!;nrily, from participation in the de
tails of the rnrious <lcpartmcut , 1111d frequeutly ilcvoh-e tho 
exccutio11 uf imp0rtn11t llll'a"uru..:; upon the l1ca1L of those cfo
pnrtments, the prnctical he~1ring uf which, at the time, cannot 
be fully known tv him. With thi admission, cheerfully made, 
it is necessary for the sake of trnth, and in defence of iny own 
pe>sition, feelings and i:;cnse of ju,.ticc, tu separate the honora
ble Secretary of \\' ar from the Prc~hlcnt, n111rto hold him di
rectly answerable for the fa! o po-.iti11n he has n,;i-umed, an<l 
tho ~rnss injni:;ticc he lins cll<lca,·orctl tu perpetrate hy the un
called fur m11l unnnthorizcd language he has thought fit to em
ploy in alluding to tho ,·vl11nlcc1· scr,· ice uf this Stat'c .. In n. 
succeeding part of thi· con1m1111ication, I lllU)' hnvo oc"cat!ipn 
to allude tu the pui;itiun and langungo oi tho honorable Sccre· 
tary. 

In my message to the lc~islnturc of December 2t.lth, 1$49, 
in every sub~eq ucnt gen er 111 111e.-,.,age, and in i-:evcriLl special 
communicat1011s, I had the honor to a1h·crt to the situation of 
our frontier, making such cxpl:mntions ns cxliibited its actual 
condition, and rcco1111ne11<li11g 1mcb measures ll.i would ensure 
peace and security to e~·e_r.r portion of it. These rcforences and 
suggestion& tailed to elicit auy action from the Jeaislature and 
on-the occurrence of the. recent difficulties in thee valley ~f the 
]lio Grande, the Executive wus consequently left ·without any 
reoourse. beyond that CO~lfo~-rcd by the fourth section of the ~ 
• article of the c~nst1tut1on, and. the aids which that clause 

... ..,.- from the or~lmary s.r1~1path1es ot~ antl appeals to ho-
• Shortly after t,he adJOnrnmcnt of the legislature, in
ce reache~ me of the daily enactment of scenes along 

e. of th~ H10 Grande, especially from Laredo to Point 
, mclud1_ug also the country about El Paso, the prominent 

. of wh1c~ were bloodshed and robbery. On the receipt 
mformnt1on, I felt keenly the humility of my position, 



14: 

in the nbsolntc want of mcnns nncl we1l defined authority to 
rcmlcr the rcqui1·cd assistance to these bleeding sections. The 
obtitaclea to the rcco!!t1ition of a state military force, brought 
into the field under n~ark si milarcirc:umstancCl3 by my immedi
ate predcce::-sor, nncl the reluctance ~nd d~lay disflayed in the 
adjustment of the ne~ssnry expend1~ure mcurre< thereby, are 
fresh in vum rccollcct10n, and vou will allow, were calculatecl 
to throw ~a<lditionnl cmbarrass1~cut in my way. Determined 
to be cautious in the adoption of measure.'> involving heavy ex
penditure.;, and \'igilant with reference to the true eitnation of 
affairs, I 1lelaycd for some time in re::.tless anxiety, under the 
delusive 11op~ that the existing trouLles were not ~o scri?us, 
:Uut that they mi..,.ht po:::sihly be overcome by the muted efforts 
of the sufferers, ~cting in conjunctiQJl with the regular military 
forces statione<l in that quarter. Time, 11owevm·, only serve<l to 
intro<luco new and more n~gravatcd disasters to this unfortun
at.o valley, without the probability of adequnte succor being af- • 
forded l1y the authority charged with the military defences of 
the country. 

As a measnrc"pnrcly of self defence, the citizens of eve
ry trade and profession were driven nt last to the extremity o 
organizing themselves into military corps, armed and equippeu 
at their own expense, tmd ot' eour110 at the sacrifice, of all the 
advantages accrui.ng to th~m from the or~inary pursuits of 
their several v-ocat10ns. 'V ith C\'cry 1>re~antion, and after em
ploying all the means within their 1)ower, they were yet daily · 
subject to the u11happy fate of witnessing the recurrence of the 
most trngic scenes: their f'riends butchered-women and chil
dren dragged into hopeless" captivity-their property destroyed 
or carried off, and in tine, every other act of rapacity and vio
lence usual with, tmd characteristic of lawless MSociations of 
renegade l\foxic:aus nn<l savage Indians. With t11e actual exis
t:ence of evil11 such as these, where could they more properlv 
appeal for aid than to their immediate ~overnment, after Jin,:
ing exhausted without effoct, every appeal to the general gov
ernment 1 The Executive does not focl co~1scious of committing 
a sin~le error in this wholo matter, unless it is to be found in 
delaym~ too Ion~ the adoption of a measure which ultimately 
he consicle~ed himself not only authoriz~<l, but compelled to 
pursue. Th~delay, h~wev.er, Wl\8 c~sentially necessary, in or
?er that a &mtablt b~1e might be nflorded for action in a press
mg eme;gency: Th.is eme~ney at lenh-.th was fully ripe, 
~d ad~1tto<l ot no further ~elay. Determined to leave noth
mg unu:i?d thut .wo~lcl contr1 bnte to the relief of our suffering 
fellow'-c1tiiens ot tlus valley, lresol ved, as the last resort, to de-
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rnand adequate and immediate protection from the comman· 
der of thl'\ military department which cmlmice:i this sdction. 

Accordingly, I repaired, in pcr:;on, to the heal! <puuters of 
this officer, representing with what force I coul<l, and in great 
candor, the merciless onslaughts to which tho$o pcop1o were 
subjected, and the imperative necess}ty oi'snpplying immediat4 
and adequate assistance. ~Iy statements to him were accom
panied with irrefutable proofo, derirnd from some of tho most, 
intelligent and reliable citir,cns of tho Ilio Ur:m<le. This officer, 
with commendable promptness, ~a...-c order;; fo:· scYcral compa
nies of mounted riflemen to march in the direction of the scene 
of trouble. The great object to be obtained, however, to give 
complete secnrity to the lives and prvperty uf the bLiiforers, was 
nevertheless, in my belief, by this moYemcnt only half accom· 
plished. I do not mean the slightest <li11parag-umcnt to the 
troops of our regular service. The highly intellig-ent and chi· 
valnc officers and brave men wl10 h:wc won Ja.urcls for the na
tion, will not suffer when brought in. contrast with nny rc~rttlar 
service in the worl<l; bnt the circumstances tl.ndcr wl1ich these 
companies were to perform a ' 'cry difficult tlm:y, nnd the pecn
Jtar nature and great extent of t11e country in which they were 
to operate, rendered it highly improbn.blo thut thoy could do it 
in a complete and satisfactory mmrner. 
! •A large portion of the motmtcd force dc.spatched to the Rio 
Grande frontier, was compol'cd of tccrnits, but a short time in 
the country, destitute of military experience on an Indian fron
tier, and wanting that local knowledge of the country without 
which even the most experienced rangers arc unable to act with 
efficiency. Their horses, too, were unacclimntcd; a serious 
drawback, as all military men woll },;,pow, when called on 
during the heatot'summcr to discharge ll'ctive and nrcluous du
ties. Being fully persuaded of the ju~tm.-ss of this view, I de
termined, if practicable, to bring into the field several compa
nies of volunteer troops to act in concert with the tcgular force. 

I communicated to General Smith the suggestion of my pro
bable course, fully explained my reasons for it, and endeavored 
to obtain his concurrence. This, however, it ap~eat'l> in· these· 
qnel, I failed to do. · 

Shortly after my return to tho scat of go>ernment, three 
suitable mdivid1tals, well known to the country, were designated 
by me with authority to raise, and bring into the service of the 
State, with the greatest possible (1cspatch, a cQmpany of monllt· 
ed volunteers each, armed and equipped for etfoctive duty.
Foll and explicit general instructions, rclati ve to tl,ie nature of 

· the service an<l the basis on which it was to be created, were 
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issued to Colonel James S. Gillett, Adjutant General, who was 
directed.to superintend tho oi:ganization of tho companies and 
muster them into service. But a few days elapsed cro the first 
company, well mounted and fully armed, were mustered into 
the service of the State with marching orders for a. position on 
the Rio Grande, where their ser,·ices were greatly needed; an 
occurrence highly credita\Jle to the citizens who volunteered 
with such alacrity, and the officer chnrgcd with the duty of 
bringing them into the field. The difliculties presented by tbe 
great distance, and many other opposing obe.tacles, necessarily 
prolo~ the time of mustering the remaining comp1\nies in
tended"' for operation on the lower Rio Grande. 'Vithin a. rea· 
sonable period, however, they we1·e mustered in respectively at 
Brownsville and Rio Grando City. 

Having no means of obtaining ammunition and supplies for 
the sopPort of this ser,·ice, the Executi,·e was compelled to 
throw himself u1xm tho lil>ernlity nnll patriotism of the citizens 
of the country. In this relinncc it is mo:;t grnti(ying to state, 
that he was susb\iued. Gentlemen were fouml in 8an Antonio, 
Laredo, Corpus CLristi, Brownsville nn<l Hio Grando City, who 
nobly stepped forward to the rescue, by affording the necessary 
means ot transportation and supplicti, uml tlu1s enabling the 
service to be placed upon a finn footing. ·Such acts, under 
such circumstances, demand nut only a speedy and willing re
compence, but tho award uf praii;e. 

By authority contained in hii; general instructions, the Adju
tant General was directed to enter into contract for supplies in 
Jtind and quality such as are allowed in the re~nlar service of 
the United States, to companies of like orgnnization, and at 
such rates as be migW; deem equitable to the contractor and 
the St.ate. Accordin~y, certain contracts were made with in
dividuals of the higlicst reputation for punctuality and good 
faith; and so far as I have been informed, they have been faith
fully C?mplied with. Duplicates of these are open to your 
lDIJ>OOtion. 

From the best information I can obtain, the volunteer com
panies ·.have been performing good and e:ffocti ve service from 
the penod theJ were assigned their respective stations and the 
inhabitants of the Rio Grande valley have been gre~tly com
forted by their pi ~nee. Indeed, the sure; guaranty that 
such results would follow the creation of tho service was de
rived, in a great. ~easure, from the high character of the offi
cers selected to command it. Captain Shaw, a tried soldier, 
was known. 1;o possess untiring energy ; and we find him on 
the 22d September, shortly afte1· his arrival at his post, enga'ged · 
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in a warm i.ction with the Comanches, in which mattel'8 were 
so conducted as to secure an achievement highly creditable to 
the commandor and his men. Perhaps few men of the day 
have acquired and deserved more reputation for high deeds as 
partisan warriors, than Captains Davis and Lewis ; and I con· 
sidered myself fortunate in procuring their services at such a 
juncture. 

It is a matter of congratulation that my confidence in these 
officers has met the expectations of the country. Peace, sectt· 
rity and confidence have, for a tiUJe, been restored to an inter
esting portion of the State, to which, for a long period, it had 
been a stranger. ,, 

Such a result is pleasing to contemplate, and calls londly on 
your honorable body to award foll compensation and reim· 
bursement to all who ha,·e contributed to achieve it. This is 
due to the Executive, ~·ho, in this matter, has endeavored to 
perform his duty in the true spirit of the Constitution and 
laws, to the brave officers nud men who so promptly responded 
to his call, to the citizens who generously advm;iced their means, 
and to our suftering follow-citizens of tho border, whose isola
ted position excluilcd them from material advantages which 
other portions ot tho country possess. You will, I am sore, 
gentlemen, agree with me that such a measure is absolutely de
manded, in vindication of the t111c position of the State, as re
gards her relative power with the General Government. The 
Executive docs not urge any thing apolo~etic for his course, 
nor even asks aught in extenuation, but 11c most respectfull1 
solicits the honorable Legislature to institute the enquiry: 
whether or not the General Government has afforded complete 
and satisfactory protection to our citizens residing on the Rio 
Grande frontier; and whether, if } our decision be in the nega
tive, it was not the <luty of the State to supply the deficiency 
through her own means, and then demand reimbursement from 
the General GovernmenU It was represented by the civil offi
cers, that they were unable to enforce the laws, and that the 

t rc$ular forces stationed in that quarter could lend no aid to 
eftcct this object. 

The Executive of the State by the 10th section of the 5th ar· 
ticle of the constitution, is rcg_uired "to take care that the Jaws 
be faithfully executed." Ile is authorized likewise, to call 
forth troops to suppress insurrection and repel invasion., I 
know but little of the political vocabulary of the honorable Sec
retary of War, and I have no information derived from his fame 
as a warrior, as to his choice of a military lexjcon ; but if he is 

8 
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not positively obdurate at heart, and his sympathies steeled 
aaainst us, ho must allow, as an intelligent man, that strong 
c~mbinations of men organizocl on the west bank of the 
Rio Grande, and fow1tl moving in } 1·:1tilc array within our lim
its, with the bloo<l of the slain to mark tLeh· footsteps, are tru
ly characterized as inrnclers. Many a heart left ruined and 
desolate by tl1eir acts, can tell of inrnsion. 

On the 20th of August, 1852,,I addressed n communication 
direct to the President of the United States, informin~ him of 
the serious clifficultie:; on the Rio Grande, and that, in conse
quence of the inadec1uacy of the regular military force, I Lad 
felt it my dilty to take immediate steps for its re)iof, and with 
that view had called into tho service of the State three compa
nies of mounted volunteers, to act in concert with the United 
States troops stationed in that quarter. I re<p1ested, like
wise, that the General go,·ernment, would nt once recognize 
the services of tLeso troops, nud makcsnch further nnd more per
manent disposition ns upon exmninat iun should be found neces
sary to restore peace and security. Transcripts of various papers 
containing confirmation of the stntomcnt mnclo in my commu
nication to the President, were transm i ttcrl along with it. The 
communicntiou ancl transc1·il't:; wcrti very properly referred to 
the ·w m· Department, autl here, in my 6sti1hation, all official 
propriety in this matter ondocl. 

The Secretary says, "Your Excellency is probal1ly aware that 
the Executive bas repeatedly infom1cd Oougi-ess that the mili
tt\ry estnblishment of tho C•mntr,y was i11adcc1nato to the. protec
tion of its widoly oxtondccl froutior, and rccpmmende<l tlfat it 
be at1tho1·ized to raise adtlitionnl forcu for that JJUrpose. Con
gress 11as scor1 fit to disregard these recommendations, at a time 
when the necessity for thcil' acloptiun was more apparent tban 
it is at pre-sent. Defore the last adjournment of Congress, it 
was well known tlrn.t there was reason to nppnil1011tl an exten
sive ont'brcak of the Indians on the frontier of Texas, and tbe 
very fact communicated in Your Excellency's lett'er, must have 
been known to the Senators aucl Representatives in OonO'ress. 
Nevertheless, that body adjourned without takin" any steps on 
~e subject." • 0 

.H?re then, contained in this paracrniph, is an unqualified ad
Il!1ss1on by the Secretary, that the tjnitecl States had fayed to 
give ad~qnate protection to the frontier of Texas. In VlCW of 
the tragic evonts which occurred from time to time on tbe fron
tier, with this admission I might safoly rest the propriety of tho 
call for volunteers. "But Congress hn.ving adjourned without 
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taking any stops on this snhjcct," tho h011orahlo Sccrctn.ry doea 
not liko responsibility, auJ rclicYcs him!lclf of the onw as 
follows: 

"·within a fow weeks past, the Depn.rtnicnt Ju\S been 'hl· 
formed by the report of it'l oflicere, not on]y that the rmnort~ 
the Indians \Vere yreparing extcni;ivo l1ostilitics, was unfoundedt 
but that in fact, (with n. fow partial exceptions) they have no\ 
been for a long time as penceuhly disposed. All accounts eonT 
cur in representing tho Comanches as unusually qitiet; and by 
advices receivc·i from Colonel Summer, it appears that trcati~ 
of peace have boen concluded with the Narnjocs:tnd Apaches, 
(the two ll10$t powerful nationa ou tho Cfln fiuos of N cw .Mexico 
and Texas;) that there arc ;now treaties of peace with all the . 
Indians in :New Mexico; and, with the exception of some of 
the roving bands of tho plain:;, the Inclinns in that section of 
country luwe ccnsed to lie tro11 lilos1Jmc." 

On the 30th of Septcml,cr, 1Sr>2, tho honorable Secref:nry in-
- formed un '' that all accounts <'OllCllr in rcprnsentiug the Co

manche.q as unusually quiet.:' On the :!~cl of the same month, 
Captain Shaw trm1smitte<l to me hie oflicinl account of a soYcre 
tight with a party of that tribe, in which the Indiau!! were si~ 
nally defeated. 
It mn::.t cCl·tt1inly l>cflatteringto the General Go,·crnmcnt, that 

the humane policy toward tho Indian fri1)cs is about to~ success
fully carried out under tho n<,1.ministration of.Mr. Oo11rad, even in 
respect to tJw 11omn<lic Comanche. 'fl10 Christian mul thephilan
throphi,,t wiJ! ilo11l1tlcss rejoice at the proi;pcct of lJOhohling the 
Navajoe~ and .\pachos cap:ib~e at no dist:mt day of appreciat
ing national and soci nl obligations. Our far <listllnt frieu<ls and 
fellow-citizens <Jf rn Pnso, hiilicrtv lm1g11U1i11g under the pres
sure ol' diflh:ulties, arisin~ :from lndinn hostility on the an
nounceln1c11t from such high antltority •:that with fow excep
tions the lu<1iuns in tliat i::oction huvc ceased tu he troublesome," 
will nt once assc111l1le aud with ho11fircs arnl illurnination,., they 
will chaunt ho,;:umn.q t" liim wi10 11118 w1·ougl1t this happy con
summation, an1l cx\1lting o\'l~r rrncl1 :LJ1 nuspiciuns e-n:nt, they 
will sitdown withtheirrcil brethren under their own vine and fig 
tree, and smuko tho calumet ot' peace. Dnt with all thCbo as
surances ot universal peace, I 1lonht if the gooil people of th~ 
Rio Grande will be c:omfo'rtcJ for ii.to irreparable loss of their 
murdered re]utions and fr.ic.uds. 

The Ilonorahlo Sccrutnry contimws-" under thc~e eircmn· 
stances, even it' thel'e wcro a mrmifost 11ccc;;sity for au additionaJ 
increase uf the military ostal.ilishmcut, tho Excl;uli\'e woql~ 
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hesitate to call into the service of the ~ovcmment a description 
of force which, while it is jal' less (//icient titan tlwt wltich 
Oong1·es~ refused w authol'ize, is more expensive." In an of
ficial note to Mr. Iloward, one of our representatives, after de
clinina to authorize the muster of the volunteer companies into 
the se~vice of the "United ~tates, he says, "I deem it "proper to 
add, moreover, that volunteer compan!es thus org~nizeG, wit~
ont the sanction and conti-ary to the Judgment ot the authori
ties properly charged with the defence of the country, have a 
tendency to create hostilities, arid rather to endanger the peace 
of the frontier." Here, then, we have, in regard to our 
military history, o. specimen of rare intelligence, and an official 
courtesy of which I sincerely wish we may ha'e few examples. 
Amidst the g-~v, gaudy glare of the fodcral city, the great em
porium of fashion and elegance, it is not wonderful that the 
Minister of 1Var should forget the history of onr country, even 
so far back as the period when she made her transit from a Re
pnblic to a State of the Union. 

Not possessing the nccc,.;,;ary information, if tho honomblo 
Secretary had the virtue uf patience, he might have learned, 
that Texas before she tran,;forrcd her nationnlity, and with it her 
resources, to the ]federal Union, hml dernon:>tratcd the cflicien
cy of her volunteer troops by a series of unparnllcled success
es over the common enemy, while, at the same time, she beat 
back from her borders hol'Cles of their sayage auxiliaries. 

This is o. matter of liistory. 
If he had possessed the liberal nnd enli~htened views of a 

statesman, combined with an adequate military k110wledire ot' 
the wants of the frontler, he would have acted aho,·o the suspi
cion of prejudice, and afforded to democratic Texas the milita
ry aids she needed, and had a right to demand. 
If with a :proper sense of duty, he had J)Osscsscd any of the milk 

of human kindness, instead of the cold, calculating, political com
munication, such as we ha,•e now to lament, the honorable Sec
ret.ary would have confined himself to the propriety of stating 
that under existing laws, tl1c volunteer companies mustered in
to the s~rvice of the State, could not be recci ved, but that the 
Executive would reiyommend to Conarcss the justice of makin"' 
the n~essary appropriations to meet°the contingency. !:) 

I will not, howtwer, detain your honorable bodies with fur
ther ~mment upon the extraordinary views on this subject en
tertained by the ho{\orable Secretary of War as expressed in 
his communication herein referred to. I only desire that the 
matter should be placed in a proper light, and not be subjected 
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to the neglect which might ennre from the indifforence in ref
erence to it so clearly manifested by that ~entlemnn. The doc
umentary evidence accomp~nyi11g, will irrefutably prove 
the assertion that the regular hoops in that quarter,. were from 
nature and paucity, unequal to the task assignecl them of pro
tecting the inhabitants an<l their property, and, that under the 
refusal of the }'e<leral go,·crnmont to take the necessary steps, 
there remained but two alternatives, either for the State to come 
forward and save them, or permit lawless hands of foreigners 
and savages to desolate the country, and seal their claily atroc
ities in their victims' blooll. 

Among the various papers connected w·ith tho subject here
with transmitted, I have the honor to lay bctore you an esti
mate of the probable expenditure cmu;ed b~' the mustering in of 
these volunteer troops, drawn up by the Acljntnnt-Gcneral of 
the State uncler my direction ; uucl I re~pectfnlly ask that your 
honorable bodies will make such an appropriation as will meet 
the contingency thus created. 

The services of these three companies of vohmteers, respec
tively, expire under their present term on the 18th of Fch111ary, 
and H:th and 2ht of March, 185:3; and the state of affairi; on 
the lower Rio Grau<le render it hi~hly probable that a contin
uation of their services will he neces:-:ary; should it, , therefore, 
be deemed by your honorable bo<lic::> advisable to continue all, 
or any of them, beyond that pcrio<l, it is respectfully eug~ested 
that a further and suitable provibiun be ma<le to cover the ad-
ditional expenses thereby incurred. , 

The unfortunate situation of the upper Rio Grancle, rendered 
it impracticable to furnish volunteers with the nece~sary sup· 
plies, and the Executive was consequently unable to render 
the protection they have so Jong needed and i;o earnestly soli
cited. 

The accompanying documents, heroin referred to, are marked 
A 1 to 32. 

The adjustment and :final settlement of our entire public 
debt, without further delay, is n suhject of such immense im· 
portance, intimately connected as it is, in my judgment, with 
the immediate and prospective developments of the various 
resources of the State, and deeply involving her honor, that it 
should engage the most serious deliberation of your honorable 
bodies. 

Near the close ot the last session of Con~ress, several propo
sitions in reference to this subject were laid before that body, 
and from the zeal with which they were pressed by their res-



22 

pectivc aJ.vocntcs, a rcMonah1o expectation wns incln1gc<l, nl. 
thoucrh no final action was taken upon any of them, from the 
acti~ and powerful infinen1:es likclr to be rcncwc<l ou the as· 
sembling of the pre.ent Congr~s,.that somo one of the pro
posed measures woul<l tc adopted; cou!ltituting thl•rcby a suffi
cient basis for action on your part. 

Infiuence<l in a ~ruat nH.i:tsmc hy this consillcl'ntion, I believ· 
ed the day named in the proclamation for con,·okiug you, the 
most auspicious that could lie chosen. 

It does not appear, howc,·cr, that Congress I.as taken any 
definite actio~ fJ!l :my ,of these prc•]>QSitiuus; nevertheless, such 
is the urgency of thii; que.stion to the State an<l ber croditors, 
and I may add, to tho United States. tlint l .sincerely believe 
that 'it is a fogitimatQ 'ncl proper one for <lisc.uss.ion and action 
during your presC11t sc,..:;sion. 

Tho financial committee of the United States Senato report· 
ed a bill, tho ol>ject of which was to }11\~' tlm rove1rno ~ebt of 
Texas at its face mine, in three per cc11t. stud\, c1mcellrng the 
five millions of H\·c per cent. stock due the State, un<ler t11e 
boundary act ol Scptomher !11 1~50. 

Tho source from which this vroposition l'm:matC$, certainly 
entitles it to rosvcctful considerntio11 ; and ii' it is to be vnluc<l 
by Texas in tho ratio of tho pecuniary boncfits likely to bo de
rived from it, then i11dectl, sho might. without ccre:mouy, em· 
bra.co it and rejoice u\·er the bargain; hut in this instance it 
is my ltonc.t.t condctio11 that wo cannot faithfnll,v Q~n·c our 
country an<l mammon too; and if nmcnsurc sl1011l<l ho adopted 
by the :Federal Governrue11t without tlio co11currcnce of tho 
people of Tcxns, it will manifest an nttor llisregard '\If tho sov· 
ereip;nty of tho State, an<l should lie indignautly .repelled. 

While the State of 'l'u:rns woul<l not object that tho Congress 
of tho United Stutes sltoul1l bestow 11p1m the creditors of Texas, 
or upon any othm· cl.ass of 111.ir citir.ens, uny grntuity which to 
that honorable Lo<l.Y rnay seem cxpe<licnf, yet we ought scri· 
oueiy and strenuously tu pr1itcst against I heir assuming the ad
judication of tho character and amount of om· lh1.l>iliticl', and , 
the establiahm€:nt of that amount in contr:wention of the rules 
whioh the State has adopted aft:t:!r much delay, diseua$ion and 
embarrassment. And ruoro (:'Specially ourrht we to Jlrote&t 
~i!lst an appropriation of tho money ot t17e State by any au· 
thor1ty other th~n.l1er ~wn Lcg!slnturc, when the avowe<l object 
of the appropriation is to apply it in violation of tho settled 
Jl<>licy and laws of t~c. 8tate. 

Does tho five nullwns of dollars retained iu the Federal 
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Treasury belong to the United States 1 It does not. It ie RB 
much the property of Texns as was tho fh·o millions wbieli 
have alrea<ly been paid to lier, nnd she nlm10 has I he right to 
prescribe in what mam'cr it i!3 to he applied. It is true that U 
1e retained, uutortq,1111tel.''• wjth om assent, a3 a guaranty ag11ind1 

the supposed linLilit.v of the General Gon~rnmcut for certain 
debts of Texas, ccmtrncted prior fl\ a11nexntio11-retained, how
ever, only as a security, and without tho shadow of a right to 
np11ropriate an,Y ~ortion of it. 

The act of Congress in which this fnncl had its origin, was 
accepted Ly the people of this State ns a measure of compro
mise, and it manifestly cmltcmplated that it shoul(l be paid ro 
the State; tlrnt payment to be withheld until a ('Crtain class of 
her creditors should filo release ut tJ1c l•'cclrml Trcasurv of all 
claim agninst the Guitc<l l'tatcs for thoir debt ; hut hy.none of 
ita provisions could it Juwc been .iuteudtld tlmt thcdo dohts wore 
to be paid out tlf'tl1is ft'md uy tho officers vf the Unitod Stntes 
Treasnry, nncl much l o.~i:: could ill Jutvc Lce11 contemplnted that 
these officers, c~r Conf('rCS , ~·r nny other po·" er than the Stnte of 
Texas, should determine 'vhnt was the amount of hc1· indebted
ness; and to a<1 mnc tr1 do so J1ow will ho n Yiolation of the 
oonipromise net, nml n. 1li rC<·t insnlt1o n:>, implying, as it would, 
a want of integrity 011 our part in the utlju.:.tmcnt of tlie clailll8 
of onr creditors. 

Te.i:as, ns n sovcrci~1 Stnte, claims the right to settle with her 
credito1'S nn1l to pny them nt her 0\\'11 treasury, without tho in
tervention or i11t<'rft."renco of :my otl1er pow~; but wl1cther 
they aro to ho pnicl hero o~· ut ·wushi11gt.J11 u:t:r, is uot, perhaps, 
a matter of sutlic'icmt importance to make it a subject of con
test. 'Vo uluy well nffvrcl to wnivo all u11mcnni11g punctilio in 
order to l1aste11 the desimL1c 0011summntio11 of paying the debt; 
but it is a question of YCl'Y grm·o interest, nnd emu which self. 
respect forhi(lt; u!; to yield, wl1ethcr the pay11wnt. is to be made 
according to our uwn ascc1faiumc11t of the nruounts respective
ly due to each ono of the c· reditors, or "hethcr tho Con~rci;s, 
or the officers of the Tre11s11ry vt' the United Statos, nre ~de
termine that rwint for us. 

A proposition Ii as been mnile to Cong1·cs11 hy a portion of the 
creditors of Texas, at whose head wus General J m\1cs !Ill.mil- -
ton, a gcntlo111an of enlightened vhJ\~, who hns always, I am 
happy to i;tntc, rnanifosttid respect tow111'(]s Texns in all lier 
embarr:uf mcnti;. ni11l n willingnc to settle with her, upon jnst 
and eqnitnhlc pri11ciplc·. '60 to moil it)" ihc pruvisious of the Rd' 
.of 18150, under which this monoy wa.s retniuc<l in the 1'reasWy,. 
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ae to permit such of the creditors as were willing to file their 
releases to receive at once the amount which was due them ac . 
cordin"' to the adjru;tment of their claims made under our laws. 
This p~oposition, tiO ~easouaLlc an~ just in itselt~ sho~ld, in m7 
'judgment, have recen-cu the sanction of Congress, without the 
slicrfitest hesitation. 

Yt is unnecessary a"'ain to call your attention to that strange 
provision of the law, for, moro properly, that strange con~true
tion of the law) under which the eutirc fbtc millions are to be 
retained until everv creditor bas filud his rcluase. It is a pro
vision, (if the act· has been properly construed) which must 
have been incorporate<l, without duo reflection upon tl1e effect 
of it.s practical opel1ltion, for wo are not willing to entertain the 
belief that the Congress of the Uuite<l 8tates ever designed 
that one or two oL:;tfoato creditors should, by refusing to file 
their relea.sei;, luwo it iu their power to defeat the efforts and 
wishes of all tho others and of the l:Hate in the final settlement 
of these claims ; au<l yet such is, and will continue to be, the 
practical operation aud etll!ct of this provision, until it is modified 
in the manuer propooc<l Ly the creditors to whom I have alluded. 

The various questions conncctc<l with the public debt. of the 
State, have been so oft.on pr4!scntcd by me to the consideration 
of the Legislature, and have been so often discussed by it, that 
it would seem superfluous to employ any further argttment in 
reference to the subject; still it occurs to me that all hope is 
not yet lost, and thnt something may and should be done by us, 
to relieve the State ti·om tho unpleasant crisis hanging over 
her in consequence of her situation in this matter. 

It appearing, thus fur, that Congress has failed to take an1 
action in either of the propositions to which I have referred, it 
may now be proper for you, as tho representatives of the people 
of the State, to indicate hy resolution or l>rotest, the views 
which all who entertain n just sense of the rights of Texas and 
lier sovereignty must maintain on this question. 

The proposition contained in the bill of the fiinance <;ommit
tee 0$ .the Senate, was no doubt adopted from patriotic views, 
and with the best feelings for Texas.- In her sovereign charac· 
ter, however, she claims the un<lcninhle right to examine its 

, · material features, and judge of their merit. Believing then if 
this ~eas~re is allowed to pass tamely and without rei:istan~, 
th~t it will sweep away with it every shadow of State sov& 
~ignt~, ~must be allowed to say it is, in my estimation wholly 
maduussible j n?r is submission to it, in ml judgment, ihe pro
per way to indicate our regard for the }ederal Union or our 



25 

• relation to it. As a precedent it is dangerous and should be 
avoided. A very sagacious writer iu~tly observes: "One 
precedent creates another. Thoy soon accumulate and consti
tute law. What yesterday was fact, to-day is doctrine. Ex
amplCl! are supposed to justify the most daugcrous mcas.ures, 
and when they do not suit exactly, the dtlfect is ~upplied by 
analogy." The positic»1 which I now occupy towards my con
stituents and fellow-citizens, will soon c('ase to exist; but, in 
surrendering to them tho hi$h trust which they so generously 
confided to my hands, I should fool that I had acted tho part of 
an unfaithful servant, if I foil to do all that is in my }JOWCr to 
keep from their e~cutch~on the foul blot which, in my humble 
judgment, would tal'llijjh i}, were wo tamely and silently to al
low the OouO'rC.."il:l of the l: nited State..:::, or any other power, to 

. interfere witl1 our intemal affai1·s an<l to assume their manage
ment without ernn extending to us tho poor compliment of con
BUlting us on the subject. 

While these arc my vfow.s as to the true position the State 
has a right to hold in i·~fcrenco to this rc:;er\·ed fund, it may 
still be worthy of con.;ideratiuu, inimnuch us she is at prcsen 
paralyzed by the non-action ot' the }'c1leral Government, and 
may probably remain so for a length of time, whether, under 
all the circumstances, it might not lJe expedient for Toxa.s to 
consent to the issue of throe per cent. bonds in amount equal to 
the face value of tho rovenuo debt, as a F;uhstitution for an 
amount of five per cont. indemnity bouds equal to tho scaled 
value of said debt M a<ljm;ted by tlie .Auditnrial Board. That 
is to say, in illustration, thut the United States issue oight and 
a half millions of thrco per cent. stock on th9 surremler, by 
Texas, of four and a half millions of tho slock due under the 
act of 1850. • 

I make this suggestion to your 110nnrablc bodies fa view of 
the vital importance to tho interest (If the State that some plan 
should be adopted by which this vexatious and annoying sub
ject may be settled consistently with tho honor and right:; of 
Texas, ancl unless some better plan shall be conceived by your 
collective intelligence, it may probably servo r.s ri, l>asii:; for your 
action in bringi.1g this matter to a close, in a satbfactory man• 
ner, to the thrco interested parties, to wit: the State, her cred
itors, and the United States. It is to be distinctly understood, 
however, that tho mo<le of adjn;:;trucnt adopted by Texas iii 
~uitable and ju.st. 

By the proposed plan, Texas loses nothing 1 the General Go
vernment, ultimately, is not greatly lo~r (as the <lifierenoe be-

4 
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tween the rate of interest of the two stocks, tlll'ce nn<l five pei · 
ceLt., would almo~t. at m1tturit,\", amount to the exec s of issue 
in the princi!Jal,) the crcditori> woultl bt: rcco11cilc1l, nn<l a satis
factory settle11:c11t of the llubt cifoctcil. This is a 111e1\i sugges
tion thrown out with due cleforcucc for your con::.idcrutiou and 
better judgment. · 

The report of tlte State Treasurer and it.'> accompanying state-. 
roents marked B 1 to 5, herewith transmittcll, give:; a lnciu exhi
bition of the tr:m~action of his oflice for the li~cnl ycnr ending on 
31st October, 1852. In drawing the particular attention of your 
honorable bodies to th~c important and intcrc;,tiug documents, I 
with pleasure recommend the atloptio1{ ot' the su~c. lion there
in contained, and trmit that the rc1p1cstcd unction will be gi \·en 
to the cour,;e that has been pur:.ue<l uy tho TrcMurer in the dis
charge of his arduous duties. 

Since tho ac1joum111011t ot the I..c:?islatnre, the subject of in
ternal improvements lin:> excited a Ii \·cl,r iuterc~t throughout 
the State. Public meeting;; au<l cuu\'c11tio11s lia\'o been held at 
various poiul'l, aud at nll ut' tlic1n there hu::: been 1i. tleciJcd ex
pression of opinion iu fav01· of solllO liliernl allll cnlarge<l sys
tem, having for its ob.I' cct tho con11exiun of the vurioui; points 
of ... the State by o. rapil molle of intc1·comrnn11icntiun. 

At one time the improvement of our rivers seems to have at
tracted the largest share ot' public attention, hut it now appears 
to be gencrall.r co11ce<lecl, that of tltemscln),; they will be in
ca.pabfo of affonliu~ tho means of t1·a11i.po1-tatio11 and fra.,·cl 
which the rapid settlement and vnst rc::.ourcc::. of the country 
will require; and it is at the present time a question of serious 
consideration with ma11y intelligent citixcn:;, whether a large 
expenditure of money for tho internal i111pr11vements of the 
State, and for the facilities of com111c1'ce would not be better 
applied to tho construction ot railways than to tho opening of 
our water courses. " . 

It is believed that no section of t11e Union~ is better adapted 
tot.he construction of roads than Texas. In many regions vast 
etr~t~hes ?f cou~1try would requil'e very little grading, and t}Je 
facihty with wluch tbc ground could generally be prepared for 
the reception of tho mils, would more than ovQrbalance the in 
convenience which might result from tho scarcity of timber in 
some of the sections over which such roads wouid pass: an in
C'.>nveme~ce th.at would hardly be folt, if the work:,; were com
menced nt pomts where tho ach·antaO'eS of the gulf would af
ford cheap transportation of iron and

0 

other material until t!fe 
wood lands could be reached . 

• • 
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Hitherto several clinrtcrs have been grnnted to in<Mvidoal 
' companies, and if the rontes tlrns nntl1orizcd can be complet.ed 

within a reac:.onah1o time, the ml rnntngcs to the country would 
be incalculable. B.v n. Jnw of the last J,l'giBlat nre, a donation 
of eight :sections of Jaml of fi.10 acrus each is granted for every 
mile of rail roacl that may ue constrncted l>y these companies, 
but, up to ti.ii:> verirnl, that liberal net is iuopcrntiw· as o. means 
of capital iu the hands of the companies for whose benefit it 
was intended. 

Amoug the \arions plans cli-cnsse<l with a view to the ac
compli~h111e11t ot' this great oujcct, two ha\'C beon brou..,ht 
prominently before the 1mblic. Tho first is found in the bill 
which wo.s before the llouse of 1tcpresentativcs at the last 
legislature, tl1e foaturci:; of wl1ich arc 110 doubt familiar to your 
honorable bodic.'>. In addition to tho eight sections of land 
rer mile to be given, tl1e friends of that meas• propose to 
set aside as a permanent internal irnprovcml'llt fund, some two 
and a half or threo millionil of dollat·~, to be loaned to such 
rail road companies as shllll within a rcasonnulo time complete 
a given section of road upon any proiectcd routes, in amount 
not to exceed 8!,000 per l!lilc, and a liko sum for each subs~ 
quent i;ection that may he completed ; tmch companies mortgag
ing all interest in the prl)pt·rty of the roacl to the State, and 
paying an interest of 11'-o per ccntum per annum; which inte
rest is to form a gcnernl cdnelltional fond. This is in effect a 
proposition for the State to i:;et n.:;ide a specific amount of the 
money now in the Treasury, to he loa11c1l to the respective com
panies in smns e<pml to about onc-thinl of the cost of construct,. 
ing the roaJs; and to ho ,loaned only a::i tho works progress, 
the St.Ate securing- to hcr,;elf a. lieu npon the investments made 
by the stockholder~, and upon tho whole road for the re-pay-
ment of the sums loaucd. -

In addition to this, the arhocatcs of this measure propose to 
proYidc for such prospccti\'c gnar:mtces inregar<l to the landed 
donations as will enable tho companies to anticipate the use of 
the lands as a means of procnriug capital for the speedy com
pletion of the projected works. They nlso propose tLat each 
county and town in tho Stale F"hnll be at lihel'ty, by popular 
vote, to subscribe in their c0rporate capacity for such an amount 
of stock in any road or c11tcrprize ns they Ahall elect; the 
amount tlrns paid by each inhabitant to become a stock cer
tificate; tho whole system to be snbmittecl by an enactment ol 
the Lcgislahue to the people, for their approval or rejection. 

This cur!lory view of tho general propositions contained iD 
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the plafl referred to it is believed, sufficiently embraces it. Its 
advocates urge witl1 zeal that the system ff adopted would ~ 
speedily facilitate the con:.trnctiun of sc,·eral useful enterprises. 
That the State would te i:;ccure in lier loans, ns tho individual 
iuv~stments would preclude unprofitable routes orspeculations
that the land donations woulll greatly enlmncc the residue left 
to the State-that tho completion of valuable improvements 
would increase the wealth of tho countrv, and add to its sub
stantial taxable i>roperty-and that upon the return of tho fund 
to the Treasury, it could again be ime:;ted in otht>r works until 
every portion of tho State would dcrh-e an equal share of its 
benefits. 

The other plan, and the only one to which I shall also allude 
at pres~nt, was originally pre:;cutcd by tho recommendation of 
a convention held at Galveston, and is i1crhaps familiar to most 
of you. 'J'hitrplan contemplateil a scheme of internal improve
ments to he undertaken and con<lncte<l wholly by the State. 
These impro\·ernont~, it is internlc:d, shall supersede tho indi
vidual enterprises already autl10ri:r.cu. To raise tho necessary 
funds, it is proposc1l that tho Stato shuuhl horrow tho capital 

· upoh the faith of the public: cr1.:clit. A con:.titutional prohibi
tion, it is admittc:<l hr tho friends of the mca.5nre, stands in the 
way of this undortaki11g; m11l it is therefore proposed by them 
that the constitutional restriction be removed by submitting a 
proposition to tho people to this on<l, and if effected, it is insis
ted that the State credit would more certainly raise the capital 
than any individual flocurity. 

1 am not prepnrcd to siiy that o. change of the constitution in 
this rei;pect woukl lie either wise or salutary in the present at
titude of our State affairs. Tho inhibition atrainst loanin"' the 
credit of the State, was intended, and I think ~·isely so, to :void 
the embarrassments into wl1ich the llepublic of Texas and 
many of the States of the l ; nion had fallen. Without such in
hibition, combinations, or hasty legislation might lead to such 
improvident uses of State cro<lit as would ir1,·olve difficulties 
requ~ring years for th~ir removal; nn<l. although it might seem 
oo afford a. tempomry impetus to the prosperity of the country, 
yet 'rnuld result ultimatdy in the prostrntion of its energies 
and power. . 

I .like~iso enterta~n doubts of the propriety of the State en
~g.m~ 1~ works of 1~ternal improvement, to the exclusion of 
a,l md1rnlua.l ente~pr1ze .. Experience bas shown that govern
ments pa;v lll;;h~r for public .works or supplies than individuals 
engaged m surulur undertakmgs, and thcro .is, generally speak-

• 
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Ing, much less dispatch in their prosecution. The capital in· 
vested by individuals prompts them to energy and economy, 
while 1mblic agents have not tlie same i11ce11tivcs of personal 
interest to urge them to either the vne or the other. 

It has occurr~d to the Exccuti\·e, that the fir.;t plan is, in 
fact, what the second is confesf:ic<lly, subject to constitutional 
objections, inasmuch as no npproprintion can be made for 
purposes of internal improvement for I\ longc1· period than two 
years. · It is believed, however, that no such constitutional ob-- • 
Jection exists as regards appropriations fur purposes of educa
tion. The whole spirit of onr legislation shows that this great 
object was not only intended to be, hnt shunlcl ho parumount to 
all others in receiving the fosterin~ care of the government. 

I am not prepared to say what amount of money now in the 
Treasury could be spared for this purpose, after a fair adjust
ment of th~ public debt. It i;eerns to me, however, if this diffi
culty were fairly ' adjusted, the friends of the great inter~ of 
internal impro\·ement<> might unite upon a plnn which would 
accomplish their fornrito ohject, without ueing sectional in its 
character, or infringing upon any constitntionnl inhibition. The 
Legislature might approprintc an~· sum of, the United States 
bonds, now in the Treasury, 'vhich could be spared without in
jury to the public faith, us IL permanent oducntion fund. Then, 
as a secure inve:;tment of that fund, its lunn might be authorized, 

.under certain pre.'!criued gi.rnr;mtecs, to such railway companies 
as should have complt•te<l, nnd h!l\·c in snccc!'sful operations, a 
certain section of road; (the lon~cr the setcion the greater the 
aecerity to the State;) the sums loaned not to exceed one-third 
of the cost, at a minimum price, and increasing the loans with 
the progress of tho rond : the State to he secured by preferred 
mortgages upon the roads, :ind the loa.n:; only to he continued 
until tho principal anu intcrc:;t reimliur:;ecl coul<l be profitably 
invested in some general system ol' eclucation. 

It is believed that n system cmhrncing the~e general features, 
aided by donations of land would, if judicially ~rnnted for a 
few years, ensure tho employment of ·sufficient private capital 
to construct a few prominent roads, such as nrn now most strong
!Y required by the wants of the three great ~ections of our State. 
It has been estimated upon demonstrable calculations, that the 
active employment of such a capitltl for seven years, would 
add over one half to the original investments made by the 
State, and, if' continued for seventeen years, tho original amount 
would bo nearly trebled. 

In presenting to you tho se\·eral features of these different 
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plans., I am on1v infiu~nced ~y a desire t? lay b~fore you such 
information as t have 111 relation ton suh.1ect which now occu
pies so lar~e a shal'C of public uttcntion. 

Whibt 'i acknowfodgc to you, and to the conntr.''' that I am 
in favor of the construction of railroad.,;, n~ well ns tho improv~ 
ment of our principal riYcrs, upon a well <levi cd sy.stem, to.be 
based upon the true re:;ource::. of tlic country, and adapted to 
its wants, I mu:>t at the salllc time confess that 1 reg'lrd it as 

• secondary to a foll and fair adju:,tmeut of our public debt as 
ascertained by the .Auditor nnd Comptroller. That the State 
has monev in her Trea:;urv beyond what is ncce:,.sary for the 
ordinary support of the govcrnincnt, pre.sent:-, in my estima.
tion, the stronbrest argument for the payment of her debt; and 
until this is clone, or sumc certain prO\·isiou made for that object, 
the appropriation of the money to other purposes would be ex
ercising bad faith toward:> her creditors, and would inevitably 
depress her character abroad, to a ::?renter extent than the ac
complishment of the mo::it stupendous system of internal im
provements could elerate it. Nativns, like iudividuals, should 
be just in the performance of their cngagc111enl:t!, and whenever 
they depart from this well rccognimcl prin<'iple of ethics, how
ever tempting may lJc the lnrc that dmws them off, they will 
suffer, and they dcsci·vc to :mffor in the estimation of the civil
iv.ed world. 

It is my anxious desire, then, that in our zeal, laudable though 
it be, to dcvelope the resources and a11<1 to the prosperity of our 
State, we should do nothing- that wuuld cast a blemish upon her 
good faith. Let this be kept free from stain, nnd I will go 
"heart in hand" with yon, iu any measure of intemal improve
ment calculated to a<lrnnce he1• interest, an~iive her a promi
nent place among the-States of our g-lorious union. 

The. views, geutlemcn, which I l1avo· thus imperfectly sub
mitted, are intended more for the purpose of calling your at
t.ention to an important subject, than with a view of giving any 
directions to your deliberations and action upon it. 

It is manifest from tho lively interest pervading the country 
on this subject, and the great prominence it has attained that 
some action will be cxpeckd from you in reference to it: In 
passing from. it I wi~l only add, that it will give me pleasure to 
co·operate with you m any measures connected with this impor
tant matter, should I find them, on examination consonan* 
with my .not!ons of sound policy, and the duties 'impQsed by 
my constitutional oath. . 

The enactment of a law to apportion representation through-
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ont tho State in accorclaucc with the imwisions uf the conatita
tion, is impcrati\·cly rcqnirc1l nt :ronr pruse:it sc.ssic\Jl. 

A bill for this pnrpo.sc wa; passc1l at the l:t'3t regular session 
of the Iegislnturc. The circum::;tancc.s uncler 'rhich it was pre
sented to me, arc well known to you, and I p1·c:;umo tv tUe 
country gcnernll,,·. It is i:;uflicicnt to state that, altlwugh this . 
bill was reported on the l!>th clay of January las t, it wns not 
presented to me until 10 o'clm:k of the 11ight ui the llith of Feb
ruary followin~; one hom before the time fixed h.r tho lcgisla: 
ture for its adjtnmunent. Durin~ tl1is 1:1hurt interval, other 
bills were presented for Executi\·e action, so that it wus impos
sible fur me t,1 rcatl o\·e1· a1Hl <lnly examine the prc1\'i ions of the 
important and complex act in cp1c,tion, and enable me either 
to appro\"C the same or return it with IRY objection . 

The whole re:;pon,;ihility, thcrcti•rc. of approving l)r rejecting 
the bill, was thus thrown U(i)un the l:xccutive, without utfording 
him any opportunity ofcxnminin:r its merits. No other altern
ative was left him, l>ut either to withhold his sanction from the 
bill, or blitull!f nppro\'e it. 

Under thc:;c cir<.·nmstance~, uncl n:i n co-ordinate lmm(·h of 
the law-makin:,r power, hn\·in~ cc1nal • privilegce J!rnntcd to:' 
and responsibilities imposed 011 tll<', the course which duty dic
tated was promptly taken. I tlicl not sign the Lill. Subse
quent rctlection (·u1winccd me of the propriety of thucourso pur
sued; for it is allmittcd in ull sincerity that the bill could not 
have met 111~· npprovnl. • 

To my mincl its lllOtit ohjectio11nblc feature wnR, that it provi
ded for an increase of tho rc1u·e:•cntntion in each Honse to the 
maxim nm allowed by the con,..titution. In this sudden and un
called for incrca'"'e of rel>roscntation, I could see nothing but 
evil. A large ndditiona cxpcn~e to tho State j.l'Q\'Crnmeut, to
gether with greater delay, e<.lllfu:.ion and difficulty, would be it.s 
ine,·itablc rc1mlt. 

The bill, moreover, in many of its details, nppenred to me 
partial and unjust. 

Admitting, as I do, the i111practieability of framing o.n ap
portionment which will lie c1pinl and jn::;t in a11 its provision@, 
yet I feel counclent that ~·on can devise oue which will more 
nearly attain t>nch a result than the bill referred to. 

In connection with this subject it is proper that! should men
tion the ncec:;sitv that exists for a classification of tho Senate, 
as required by the constitution. 

By an act of tho Stnte legif1lature, approved May 1th, 1846, 
entitled " an act to 1mthodz~ the Governor to proeuro and have 
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copied for the benefit of the several counties of tLe State, a full 
set of weights and measW'es in conform it~· to the stnndard now 
used and adopted by tho government of the Uuited States, and 
providina for the distribution of the sntne,'' it wns evidently in
tended by that bodv to provide for the contingency thereby 
pr\!Sented; but in consequence of a failure on their part to 
make any appro1iriation to meet the uislmrseme~1t thus creat.ed, 
the Executh·o has not been nblo to comply with the require
ments of the act. 

• Tho attention of the following lcgislntme was drawn to the 
subject by my imnwdiato prcdcces::.or. GoYcrnor 'Vood, in his 
~eneral message of NoY?mbcr 6:!•• 1~4?, !n wh~cb he remarks 
m reference to the snh.iect: '· Ihe Cl11cf Justices of several 
counties have written tu the Exccuth·e, abking to be provided 

- with a ~opy of these for their rc..;pectivc coun!ies, ~n accor?a~ce 
with this law. In com1cquc11ce, howe,·er, ot no approprrntion 
havin~, been made to enable tho Lxccuti ve to carry tu is Jaw 
into etfoct, it has remained n <l~a<l letter on our statute book. 
Thee nitell Stutes gorcrnment forwnrdt:d to this Stato a full set 
of weights and mc':l!iurus, but when the.'· were about b\ling set 

t\ip, in pursuance of n1y. direction, at Gah·cston, they were found 
to be in an unfit condition for use. l am lllh·iscd, however, that 
with a small outlay, they can bo rcpain.•11.'' No action, howev
er, appears to havo been taken on 11 i~ Excellency's recommen· 
dati.on, and consequently the requi:'ition of tho act referred to, 
has not yet been complied with . .The applications to this De· 
partment havo been re11cwcd by seYcml of the counties, and I 
therefore trust thnt your houoral>le bod_v, iu viow of the brrow· 
ing importance uf the matter, corrclcrnnt ns it is with the in· 
creasing population ancl mercantile intcr~ts of the State, will 
make sucu an appropriation as will cover all the expenses that 
will be occasioned by carrying out the provisions of' said act, and 
suitable rooms for the storage and safo keeping of the articles 
to be procured. · , 

Although you are conYencd for special purposes, and arc not 
expected by your constituents to cuter into general lco-islation, 
I cannot rcllit.in from a renewal of' the recomrncndatio~ in my • 
last ~euoral m~age, relative to a geological reconnoisance of 
the State. Private enterprizo has led to so many discoveries, 
and has so fo.t outsti-ipp<.'<l the State in this matter that the sub
ject bas created a powerful interest, and it:1 neglc~t by the gov
ernment a general reproach. An able and minute examination 
would, at n.o distant day, repay the State a ·thousand fold for 
the outlay IDcurrod by the sw·vey. It is, moreovet, especially 
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11ecesrnry that we slwuld po.os<'~d a knewlc<lge of the resources 
•>f the bCiuth-w~,tcru and 11urthcl'll ))l)l'liu11;;, from tho probabili
ty that n. ne~otiatiun will he cntcrc1l intu :-hurtly with the }'ed
~ral lhivct·nlncnt t'111· the 11111·po~e of selling apart a portion of 
ct1untrv for the location of I111lia11s: an<l iu thii> event substaQ
tinl bci1efits might lie trnn:;terrcd, :.nJ consequently lost to the 
~tate, for want of a proper knowledge of their existence. 

Jt is with much regret, I a111 a!!ain na<le1· tho necessity of 
calling ,vuur attc11tirn1 to the con<lition'of Petters' Colony. 

It was anxion-1." h(lpctl nnd lwlic,·cd, hy those who were in
str1111ll'11tal in the l'lllH:t111c11t of the law of the 10th ot Febn1ary 
h\5t, rdating tu lau1l:; in this ('olcmy, tliat it would give quiet 
anti rcpo,;e to that :,cdion of om ::)tate. But so far from this 
ha\·ing liuc.:n tl10 ca e, <litlicnltil·~ lJa,·e arisen since that time, 
most unfortunate in thl!i1· character an<l result, not only to the 
coutractvrs an<l coluni t, l1ut to tho State itself. 

}'rvm tho be t inforlllation 1 cnn obtain: it nppenrs that the 
relinquish111cut aml n·Jcn:;e rcq11irc1l liy the fir:;t hcction of the 
law was maJI.} liy tlie Agc11t of the C<1111pa11,v, Henry 0 . IIc<lg-

·coxc, E:.q., within twc11t_y <lays :liter the passage of the same, 
and after he hnd.,gi\·1.•11 hond an<l duly qualified in accordance 
with thl! pro\·isiothl of i;ait! nt:t; and thl! certilicatcs for the 
1,70(1 i:;cdions of bud, gr:inte<l tu the "'foxan Emigration and 
Land Cvmp:m.",'' were r\.'gularly i·fonetl arnl <lcli,·c1·cd to the 
Agent, Ly the Uommt.:;io11cr oJ' thu Ucncml Lau1lufllce. 

l a111 sorry t<• i,ay that in the 1li-cltarg.i of the variou.o duties 
i111po1:-ud upon the .Agc11t L.v the act in •1ue:.ti1111, i,erious misun
<l~rstan<lings aruse hctwNm him and m:my per;; on,; in the culony, 
growing for tlw lllObt part, l JH\!:.Hmc, out of llitforcnt consti·uc
tious ~ivcu tu the hrn·, and tv surnc cxicnt, perhaps, from au over 

• scnsit1vcnc:.s cu11seque11t from previous misundcrotandings be
tween them. "l\~lrntc\'Cl' mn.v Jin,·e hecu tho causes, the excite· 
meut on the part of the coloJ1ists at length bccitme lio great, that 
on tho lGth day of ,Jn I y ln:,;t, a large 11u111 bcr of persons violent
ly seized upon the file::. of nlmost all the colonists, to~cther 
with many buuk:; an<l rccorJ,;. of the .. \gent, and by threats 
forcetl hi111 to au:rn<lou hi:; oflh-c l\11(1 lcani the country. 
'I herewith trausmit tu~ ou tltc .Agent'::. l'eport of hi~ proc~d

ings under the law, and vf this uniurtunatc antl ill a<l\·ised 
mm·cmc11L 

I also transmit lwo oUier doc11111c11ts rcceiYc1l from citizens 
resi<lcut in that 11 uarter, ~i Ying thcil' account of tlw alfai1·, au<l urg
ing upon the E:-.centi,·c the 11cc\!.l, ity ufan cxtr11. i.:es::.io11, in order 
that further lcgi,.Jation might be h11<l iu reforcnce to the colon}'. 

5 



.A complete return from the Agent was:thus defen.t~d, and 
consequently the'Commissioncr of the General Lnndoffice has 
not felt authorized to issuo patents. 

The returns made to the Commissioner of tho General Land
office will of course be submitted to your inspection. Indeed 
it wili be the peculiar province of the Legislature curofully to 
examine the whole subject, in order to determine what further 
action may be nec~ssary, to give quiet to that section of the 
country, to seenro tho riphts respectively guaranteed by the 
State, to the colonists anu to tho contractors, and to relieve the 
State from the embarrassment caused by the existing condition 
of the affairs of the colony. 

It does not become me, nor do I conceive it to be my duty, 
to interpret the various laws wJ1ich have been enacted, and 
which in their practical operations lrn.ve led to this controversy. 
This is the peculiar province of the judicial tribunals of the 
country. 

Whatever may be tl10 rigl1ts of tho respective parties, nnder 
the law, my feelin~ towards tho coloui. ts who have endured 
all the hardsl1ipt:1 ancl pri\'ations of an exposed Indian frontier, 
induce me to expre:;s tho hope that their uctunl'settlements and 
improvements mny be secme1l to them nnd their families. 

But in the oxpres:;iun ot' tliis !.'entimcnt, I wish it distinctly 
understood, that no matter what·l1m·<lsLips may huve been im
p<?sed by these law:;, either upon tho contmctors or colonists, or 
what construction-; mo.y h:we been gi,·en tu tliem from any 
quarter, I do not snuctiou or npprove the course pursued towards 
the Ageut of the company. ·we lrnvc laws: an<l courts to ad
minister them. If ri.gl.1t:; arc violated they can be legally 
redresse<l. In my opuuon, both as tho Governor of the State, 
and as a pri vato citizen, nothing but nu extreme case can jnsti-' 
fy a resort to violence by any portion of our citizens, or the 
seeking redress by any other means than those offered and 
sanctioned Ly the laws of the land. 

From the commoncemeut of bc1 c.<istence, Texas has ever 
been kind and liberal to the actual settlers upon lier soil, no 
matter by what tenure they heh! it. Whctl1cr as colonists. or 
88 emigrants, they have ever been regarded hy the government 
as a favored cl~ss, and by a generous. syi;te111 of legislation have 
been secured m, or enabled to ol,tam tl1e lauds claimed by 
the?:?· A like liberal course has, I tJ1iuk, been pursued by the 
Legislature towards the settler:> in Peters' Colony as well as 
towards the contractors. In giving my ai;scnt to tl~~ law of t11e 
10th February last, it was with the confident belief that the 
right.a and and interests of all the parties concerned, were fully 
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protected. It the true meaning and intent of the law is given 
to it, such, I still think, will be its legitimate effect. 

Tho Executive has been mnch ccnsmcd for his apl>roval of 
tho act of tho last Legislature, in rulatiun to this cu uny, by 
which tLe contractors are to r<.'ceiYe 1.700 sections of Jund; he 
therefore wishes it to be remembered thut he h:td no part in 
framing the original contract 011 which this enactment was 
based. 

After all the legislation which has been had upon this sub
ject, attended as it has been by the present deplorable results, 
I confess m~·self unable on this occasion to suggest anything 
which may relieve the matter of its embarrassment, further 
than to recommend mutual good will and forbearance on the 
part of the company and colonists, as well as the friends o( 
both. Should this spirit conh·ol, I ha\•e no don bt it will be easy 
for you to de,·ise some plan to reconcile their ditforences, and I 
will give n:y hearty co-operation and assent to any measure 
which will have this effoct. 

As an ean1est that such a feeling will actuate all parties con
cerned, I indulge the hope, and earnestly recommend, that the 
papers of the coloni1>ts and property of the company may be re· 
stored to the custody of the ofliccr authorized to rcceivo them. 

I also deem it proper to call your attention to n. document 
herewith transmitted, addressed to the Exeeuti\·e, and signed 
by many of the ohlest a111l mo~t respectable citizens of Ifastrop, 
Fayette and L:wacn. From this it ap1)em'S that near five l1un
dred square miles of tenitor:·, embraced in the counties afore
said, comprising some of the richest lnnds in the Colorado val
le_y, and which, until recently, wns supposed to be in Au.stin'a 
Old Colony, really lie without the limits of the sallle. 

Titles to a great deal ot' the mo~t rnluablo land in this cerri 
tory were long since h;suecl by the commissioners of Austin's 
Colony, to those who settled as colonists, under the con,fident 
beliet; no donl>t, that they were within the limits of the colony. 
That such is not the case, however, bas lately been ascertained 
beyond all <lou bt. , 

It is evident, therefore, that those holding, or claiming these 
lands, u11der titles' issued by the commissioner of Austin's Col
ony, are subject, under existing circmmtnnces, to have their 
titles contested. In order that this evil mav be avoided, and 
injustice towards a most meritorious portion of our citizens pre
vented, I respectfullyreeommend some legislativo action which 
will confirm and quiet the titles issueu originally to colonista in 
the territory above referred to. · 
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The third lc<>'islatnre of Texas pnsscil a joi11t resolution, au
thorizing the p~ocnrement of :i block of rn~tivc mar~le, or.gran
ite or sorue other dnrabk rot"k, and 1\'.'<1u1rNl tlu.! .E.\ecuti,·c to 
b:J.~e the same trnnsmittctl to \\ra,.Jiingtuu Oily Jin· the pnrpose 
of bein<>' placed in the National j\Io11u111ent to lie there erected 
to the 1~emory of Washington. The meagre appropriation un
der the resolutionrendcrcd it inopcratiYc. Tho foruth )Pgi~la
ture in view of its manifest deficienc,·, authorized the sum of 
one thousand dollars to be used for tliat purpo:Sc. Cmlcr this 
authority the Executive engaged th!.! scrdcc:- of .Mnjor Thomas 
S. Smith, an enterprisini and well knom1 citizen,· to obtain va
rious specimens of matblc or granite, with a view of making a. 
selection that would appropriately represent the ,"'talo of Texas 
in this "'reat national strnctnre. 'Ihis ge11t!cman, by his indus
try and pcrseyerancc, supplied tho wnnt of n. g-cological knowl
edge of the country, mHl within n short space of' ti111c procured a. 
block of' marble with fincnc11s of texture und uca11t.r or uppcarance 
that renclere<l it :m accc1>t:tblc contrib11tio11. Jlc w•t:; llircctc<l 
to superintend its tran.;;portation in pc:r,.on to ·wa£:hi11~to11 City. 
Its reception has hceu ac:lmowlcdgc<l hy Eli 'Wliittlc~cy, Esq., 
the llftOllt Of the Uottrd Of llllllltlgOril, in a leltct• <~ompJi111e11tat',V' 
to th: State for the bc:rntit'ul stone which she lrntl trnmm1ittcd. 
As directed in tho ro~olution, the coat of arms with an appro
priate motto, will be inseribccl. ancl the block will soon occupy 
an honornble vusition in the 1\fom1111c11t. 

Major Smith h:ts cxccntcd his mis ion in a 11ighly :,ati~factor~' 
manner, and I commend Iii:; sc1Ticcs to the legicilatnrc as enti
tling him to l\U acltlitional COlllpen:;ation ucyond that \Vhich the 
Executive will bo enal>led to comumml undcr the existing 'np-

. proJJriation. 
The documents relative to the subject, herewith transmitted, 

,are marked C 1 and 2. 
Since your a<ljournmcnt, <loath lrns llcprived llS nf our follow-

citizen and friend, A<lolplms Stcl'Oe, hite a mc111 bcr of yonr ho
norable bod.r. llis long identification with the Hepublic aud 
State, and his eminent i:;crvices enal>lc u,; to form a just c:>ti
mate of his worth. It is the tmi rnr,:tl sentiment that '·ou h~l\'e 
lost from your counc1l:; a ~ood man aml a tried pat~·iot-the 
country, a useful citizen. 1'hc enunciation of Lis natne awakens 
our sympn.thics in unison with those of liis tnmik and fricnJs, 
a~d ~ill suggc.;t to your honttmble uuJie:, the pr1.;priety of ma
nifestmg a proper respect for l1i:; mcmoJT . 

.Although South Carolina, .Kentuck.\· ancl MitSo;achusetts, 
claim, respectively, Oallwun, Olay nnd W chstPr, the nation 
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mourns their loss, auu ench meuibel' of our Union desires the 
privilege of joining iu tho sorrO\\'. Ench claiming duriu~ their 
lives a pnrticular State, so soon -.% they pa~~cd this earthly 
bourne, frop1 the rich lep.acy they hc1111eathed to their country 
in the noble principles tl1cy J>ro111nlgatctl, t hci1· fame was limit· 
ed only by the durntion of time; while thcil' l'l·i;idcnce was 
transfoned to anothor and a bctte1· sphere-i11 eternity. 

P. 11. JJELL. 

DOCIJlUE~TS 

.A.pc<>mpanying {li.e Goi-en1or's .Jlessage. • 
ExECUTJ\'I~ D1cP.mnu~T, } 

State of Tcxru:, .Aui;tin, A ugu:>t ~, 1852. 
Col. JAMES S. Gn.LETr, 

Adjutant-General of the ~tate of Tcxns : 
Sm-Tho \·cry serious and continual in terrnpt ion of the peace 

and security of lifo and propert~· on the lowcl' Hio Orande, hy 
Indians and other marau11i11g partic'l, rcmlcr;i it imperatively 
11cct!b~ary that immediate i;tcpii he tnkcn Ly the ~tato to aflonl 
requisite protection to her citizl·ll~ in that 111mrtcr. 

With a view, therefore, to accompli Ii thir> object, the De
partment, after much cvnsidcration of the sulijcct, has deter
mined to call out three comp:mic:; of mountccl vol1111tccrs to act 
as auxilial'ics to the forces of tlic United Stutes 11ow stationed 
in that section of the country for iti:; 111ilitary protection. 

You will, therefore, proccetl with nil \>o:;:;iblc di.-patch to the 
city of Brownisvillc, 011 the Hio Grande, 'Y way of ~au Antonio 
and Corpus Chriiiti, und forthwith organize and muster into the 
service of this 8tate, for the period of six monthi:;, unless sooner 
discharged, three compnnics of mounted rnluntccrs, fuJly cr1uip
ped for acti\•e and etiicicnt dutic:>. (8cc Xutc.) 

As the1·c iB crnry probability that thc::;~·uluntecr companies 
will be incorporated with tl.te army of tho United States now 
serving in Texas, it is highly important that their organization, 
as to the mnk an<l num bet· of cllch g1w.lc, i;hould be in strict 
conformity with the present rc;;ulation of the United States 
Dragoon corp;;, in order that no difliculties may prc:;ent them
selves wl.wn these troo1>s are mw;tcrccl into tho service of the 
United States. • 

When you reach San Antonio you will call upon General 
Persifor :F. Rmith, commanding the Eighth 'Military Depart-
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ment U.S. A., and announcing to J1im tho nature of your com
mission, vou can hancl him thi., letter of instructions tin· his pe
rusal and also that he 1puv obtaiu n cor)v of it slwuld lie witJh ' . . 
it. 

At your interdcw \riN1 the Geneml Jon will explain m~· par
ticular dc."it·c, that the n:ilunleers thus callctl out :;hould he co
operative with the United States truops in the cli::-chnrge of 
their militn.rr duties, so as to cusmc the efficicnty of their ser
vice as much as pussil>le, and yon cau, in connection with this, 
request that yon may beforni--hed with copies of snch existing 
orders amrin~truction:> as the General may deem necessary to 
that end. 

This '.Vill bo foe more rcqni;;ite in con.-cq ncm:c of cl1nn_!!:es in 
the dispo;;ition ot' the regular tmops that lm\·c been douutle:;s 
recently made, in fnlfilment of the Gencrnl',, prompt an<l lilie
ral assurances to me, at. 0111-. late 111ccti11g, that be wouhl give 
directions for the i111mc11iatc reinforcement of thc militarv csta-
blisluncnti in that CJ nartcr. • 

You can al~o :wnil your,.iclt' of the opportunity to C1htain from 
General :-mit.h anv i11tim11ation tliat 111av he con,-idcrcd con
uect~d with your 11iis,;i11n, a" f fuel a~;>tm.!cl that; the Gcucml will 
take pleasure in rc111lcrin~ you any a~~i,,t:rnco that may lie in 
his power. ,\11tu11g other dctni),;, the 11111111::rical t;trcngth of 
the comp:micil, and tl1e nn111her and grade of the 11flicorl), non
commissioned otJicers, &c., will cnaule yon to properly re"'ll-
}ate their orgnnir.ation when you 11111:.tcr them in. 

0 

Altltou~h the:-;c ,·oluntceril will be rccpiircd tu folly urm and 
equip themscll'c:;, th1Jrc will he 110 imprupricty in rctpwsting 
General Smith to knd you such aid a-. ci1·c1111hta11ccs will jus
tity in more completely ar111i1w tlll'm, 111J1· in tho rc1p1e:.t that 
they may be furn i5hc<l with s11 IJ!'!i6te11cu an<l such other supplies 
as arc inclispcnsauly Hcces,;:tt',Y. 

Arrived at 13rownsvillo, you will lose no time in organizing 
and mnste1·i11~ in the three co111p;mic>', 111<tking such a selection 
.of the best men nnd ~orscs, a::i circ111ust:incc:> will permit· yon 
will minutely examine the comniaml, twd accept only su

1

ch as 
appear capable of pe1·forming acti,·e am! energetic tlcrvicc. 

As theru arc Tio prm·isiuns in cxi,;tcnce for the payment of 
these troop5 by ~he 8t:ite, you will he carefnl to fn11y expln.in to 
each mcmbe1· of the command tl1e nature of the service and 
that it will require an enactmentof the St11tc Legialature(~uless 
they are eventually mnstered into tbe service of the United 
States), to enable them to receive their pay. You can also 
state that should the United States not assume the responsibil-



,. ... 
39 

ity by mustering them in, there is no doubt but that the call 
will be sustained, and that suitable pro,·isil)n will be made by 
the next State Legislatmc, on the preseutation of the subject 
by this department, to .meet the contingency. · 

The companies will take precedence according to tl1e relative 
rank of their cnptnins; and the sc11ior, or ol<lct-t captain, (who 
will be determined by l>riority of commi ~ 3 i on,) will be consid
ered the commanding otlirt.Jr of the whole: the number of the 
companies not warranting the appointment of a field officer. 

The field of operations for this \"oluutecr force will extend 
from Laredo to lJrownsville, or .t>oint Isabel, if necessary; and 
they will be required to protect not 011ly the extreme points of 
the line thus designated, but all the intermediate-Belleville, 
Rio Grande Cit~·, &c. Thi:; can only be effoctecl hy the com
panies, or portions of them, being so disposed as to form a chain 
in such a manner that they could be concentrated with facility 
whenever it became neces~ary. 1''ron1 this arrangement, judi
ciously made and supported by continual scouting the whole 
length of the liuc, much good may ho cxpC'cted to resnlt, and 
the object of tho call will doubt less be accomplished. 

In order to avoid tLc poi;::.ibility of contlictiug with the l'egll· 
lar troop5 i:;tationcd on that purtion of our frontier, you will di
r ect the cu111ma11tling ofliccr to communicate ihnn timo to time 
with the cnmrna11di11g Ueneral of th is military department, as 
well a::. to yolll' utlicc, r1.!porti11~ his 111ovc111e11t,, and operations, 
offonsi\'e ancl 1h~fonsi ve, that the General may thereby be ena
bled to :irnil hi111--clt' uf all tho i11tim11atio11 he 111av thus derive 

. in making such 1lit1po.sitiun of thu regular troops as ho d1..-ems 
advisaule to act in concert. 

A s the nature of the d ntics 1lcvoh-i11g upon t11ir; volunteer 
force are of a peeuliar and delicate character, yon will, in your 
instrnctions to tlic officer.;, tl11·1111~l1 their co11111u\nder, impress 
upon them the great i111po1·t:111c\! oftl:fu sen-ice, and the urgent 
necessity for tl1e utmo~t Yi!.rilancc and activity, co111bi11cd with 
sounu judgmeut, in all their 1uove111e11h;. The contiguity of a 
foreign powt'r, the late serious difficulties on tho opposite bank 
ot' the H.io Orandu, the mixture ot the two nations in the hands 
of outlaws that ha\·e !Or some time past i11fosted both sides of 
that rive1", and the i11crelrni11~ Indian diflicnllies, call for all the 
energy th11t can bu umngl1t to counteract existing evils. No
tmng but 1111tiri11g- watchfulness and steady resolution can pos
sibly accomplish the rcHtoration of that peace and confidence in 
the citizens of that conntr.r, and tho proper respect for the mn
tnal guarnntcc11 to the United States and Mexico by the treaty 
of Guaclalnpe llidnlgo, which it is so essential should not only 
be established, but be permnneutly protected. 
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1 our stay in Brownsville will enable you to see many of the 
parties who l1a\·o petitioned this <lcpartment for military aid. 
You can state that· the Executive, iu view of the prci:;sin~ emer
gency, has callc<l ont three companies of volunteers for their 
protection, trusting, that if the General Go\·crnment docs not 
recocrnize their services, the next State Lcgi:.lal:ure will take 
sucl~ steps as will ensure their payment ; and he relies with 
confidence upon tho zeal and patriotism of the citizens of the 
Rio Grande valley and elsewhere for their su\'P'•rt of a service 
that he has t1111s en<lcarnrcd to e.-,taLJi,-h for t wir protection. 

It i,s the wish of the Execnti >e that all the counties em braced 
in that section of country i:;honl<l be well reprei>cntcd in each of 
the companies, and, as far as po~sible, that those individuals 
who bn.ve already formed a rnluntnry a-;sociation for tho ~er
formance of this i,;ervice should hani nppvrtunity of I>11rtic1pa
ting in this or~nnizntion if they so dc:;irc. 

The indi\"idnals selected to raise these companies ham been 
already designated. 

As soon after your return tn this city ai:; practicable you will 
submit a. written report to thii,; department of tho execn•ion of 
your commission. 

I :un, sir, vc17 rr.:pcctfuUy, 
)'.our vbcdient servant, 

l'. ll. BELL ... 

NoT..:.-Tho three compa11ies ordered into service in tl1is. 
communication will be, rc~pccth,ely, organizccl and mustered 
in at Brownsville, Laredo, and Uio Cimutle Uity,_or Bellc,·ille. 

ExEccrrrn: DEP.rnTMENT, l 
Austin, Augui;t 2, 1852. f 

col'. J1mF.s s. G1L1.Err, • 
Adjutunt-Gcnerul of the State of Texas : 

Sm-At my late interview with General Smith on the sub
ject of frnntier protection, I asked him if volunteers should be 
called out by tho State to aid in that service whether he would 
d_irect them to be furnished with the rcqui;ite forage and sub
s~s~e~ee, a~d ho expressed himself unwilling to incur the respon
s1b1hty wh1ch he considorccl he should thereby assume. In the 
event, therefo~e, thut the G~neral should still decline, you are 
hereby authorized and reqmred to contract with such persons 
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as will fumish the necessary supply of subsistence for the men 
and forage for the horses of the command of the proper quality, 
and in such quantities as may be stipulatc<l in the contract.a, Oil 

the most advantageous terms for the State; and as these sup
plies will constitute ono of the Hems in a future claim of tlie 
State against tho General Government for a reimbursement of 
the expenses she thoreby incurred, you \vill give particular di
recti~ns that the allowances, for both men and 110rses, of each 
article issued to them, will be regulated in quantity l>y the ra
tion of the c:m1lry sen·ice in tho United States .L\.rmy, M *he 
General Go•ernment will not recognize nor allow any claim for 
extra allowance. 

You will al~m give particular instructions to tho office~ mak~ 
ing these contracts, that the quantity of ench article supplied by 
the contractors mui;t nut exceed in amount whatever iti necess&
ry to furnh•h the exact number of r11tions towhicl1 the command 
or any portion of it may be entitled, hy a i;imilnr allowance t<> 
those that go,·ern tho ii;,,ucs made to the troops in the service ot 
the United States; and for the same reason you wm also charge 
the officers commanding the com~anies, or detachment.a of 
them, that they issue thc::.e supplies to the men and horses un
der their command on regular returns, iu writing, calling for · 
the same, which express tho uumbcr of rations of each article 
Bo called for, and tho i1erio<l of time for which they are re
quired. 

The forms of thc ... c rc<ptisitions, or rctums, now in use in the 
qurterurnster and (•ommissar,Y departments 11f the Uaitc<l States' 
Army arc brief an(,! simple, nn<l will, I l1n,-o no doubt, answer 
th? purpose. \Vhon yon arc in San Antonio yon can cn..,ily ob
tam all the information on this subicd tl111t will he of i;en•icc. 

The im,1ortanee of a strict uttCiition to these clircction!l, not 
only fort IC f:ccnrity or the iutcre .. ts of the Stat<', hut of that or 
all the other parties who may lJO iutcrestc• 1 arc r;o ob\'ious, that 
I ~incerel)' trust they will prevent au.r future J.illiculties that 
might othcrwi:;c arise in their final ... ettlcment. 

I am, gir, very re:;pcctfolly, 
l om obedient scl"vant, 

l>. JL DELL. 



AnJUTA."\1' (h;xER.\L's OFFICE, }" 
Austin, O«tobcr 10th, 1852, 

To His Excellency, P. lfaxsDJWUGll nm.L, 
GoYernor of the State of Texas: 

Sm-In obedience to vour order, bearing date .August 2nd, 
1852, I proceeded to 8ut1 .Antonio, where Captain Owen Shaw 
presented himself and dt'sircd to be mnstered, with the •men 
under his ccmrnand, at that place. As it would necessarily 'be 
some weeks before I could pos:;ibly reach Lurcdo, the point de
siQ'Ilated in your order for hi~ mu~ter, and cleemiug it for th_e 
g~neral good, buth of bis conmi:m<l and the ?ountl·)~, that. he 
should enter as soon ns possi Llo upon the duties ui0s1gned h11n, 
I complied with his rcq_ uc::.t, and un tha 1 th of .Augn:;t, 1852, 
mu,.tcred into the senic:c of tl1e State 11is cumpnny, for tho pe
riocl of six month,;, if not sov11cr di,-chargecl. I um happy to 
state that citizens of San .Antonio met us in 1i spirit of great 
iindnci;s, ancl ufforcrl ewry facility in their power, or that we 
required to further the object for which the voluatccrs were 
callecl out. , 

On my arrirnl in San Auwnio, I was informed that General 
Smith 11nd loft for X ow Orleans; I cnllcll on )lajor Deas, As
sistant Adjutant Ucneral, 8th Milital'y Dcpnl'tment, who in
formed me thnt thcl'e was no une in command in the abtiencc 
of Genel'al Smith, except for ptupoacs connected with the post. 
I submitted for his pormml the ini;tructions received from you, 
and allowed him to take a copy for the use of General Smith 
on his retum. 

Major Deas kindly furni1'hcd me with the number and dis
position of the United State:> troops woi;t of San Antonio; also 
with the orgauization of a company of Rifles in the United 
States service, tho aggregate of which is 70. I have adopted 
this organization. , 
, From San Antonio, I hastened to Corpus Christi, where I 
found Captain G. K. Lewiri, and informed him of my mission. 
As ho ha<l uot received auy orders from you, he had taken no 
SteJ?S to raioe a111l orrrrauizc IL Company, but WCHlt to Work ener
getically tv. du so. Ie met with some dillicnlty, owin"' to the 
great scarcity of horse,;, as tho India.us, or other ill disposed 
persons, Jrnd stolen nnd <lrivcn off al must all the horses in the 
region vf Corpns Cliri:;ti 111111 Browm; ville. N utwithstandinu 
these ~lifiicul~ic:, 011 tile .lHh of Sc11temuer, 1 ~:>:3, I mustered 
Cap~am Lewis mto s~rnce at Druwllsville. llis company was 
not full, but I gavo hnn an w·der to recruit until his organi.z:.1.-
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tion would he complete; :m<l I hrwe the pleasure of informing 
you that before I left Brownsville his com1iany was nearly 
filled. 

At Brownsville, I contracted on pnrt of tlic State, with :Mr. 
C. B. Barton for supplies of subsistence nnd fornl?e for the 
companies commanded by Captains J,ewis and Diw1s, a tripli
cate copy of which I herewith seni.l you, marked "A." 

From Brownsville I went to Rio Grande City, where I 
found Captain Davis awaiting me, ready for muster, which I 
did on the 21st day of September, 1852. 1\Ir. Barton, contrac
tor, with commendable promptitude, was on the ground, and 
ready to furnish supplies. On the da.v of rnu~tcr, liicssri:>. Da
vis and Dnrst had furnished supplies for the Yoluntccrs as they 
arrived, up to the day of muster; accounts for which I appro
ved. 

From )lio Grande City, I proceeded to I~arcdo, whero I was 
very"~lad to find that the Hon. II. I'. Bee hail furnished Car>: 
tain Shaw's company, in compliance with ti l'CC]ncst which I 
had made him hy letter, from :::>an Antonio, 'vith subsistence 
and forage, up to the <late vf my arri\'al, when I contracted 
with him for the permanent subsistence of tho company, inclu
ding the time whieh lrn.cl cln.p;;ccl ." A cupy of whiclt confra.ct 
I herewith submit, marketl .. n.:' 

Ilaving thus conclmlcd my mission to the 1.Jcst of my abili
ties, I retnmed home, ancl 1mhmit to your Excellency this re
port of my action ; but, in couclnsion, I mu~t be permitted to 
add, that I should do great Yiolation to my foelings, were I- to 
omit to speak of the ,·cry great kindne~s of the citi,..,cns gener
ally, in every section of the couutry through which I ha,·e 
passed; and I am sure it will be.a somcc of gratification to 
your Excclleney, to know that the call ma<le h.r you for the •ol
unteers now in the fiel<l, was ino,,t cordially sustaine<l by the 
citizens generall.Y, with scarcely an exccptiv\1. 

In regard to tho companies, I am pruncl to state, that they 
consist mainly of the right ki11<l of material ; well mounted 
for the particular service, and in the hc:;t n1anner ; and I think 
that I hazard nothing in />redictiu.g that the most sanguine ex
pectations of your Exoo !ency, ancl the c jtizens whom they 
Wel"O called out to protect, will be most fully realized. 

W'ith sentiments of high regard, 
J have the hono1· to be, 

your most hnmhle sernmt, 
JA~.IBS S. GILLETT, 

~\djnt:mt Ocncral. 



Tira STATE ov TEXAS, } 
County of Cameron. 

Know •ll men by these presents, that I, James S. Gillett., 
.Adjutant General of the State of Texas, of the first part, and 
Elder B. Barton, as principal, and Ohas. Stillman, as 11is securi
ty, of the second part, have this day bargained and . agreed, 
and by these preacntB bargain and agree to the followmg con-' 
tract, viz: 

The said Elder B. Barton, of the second :part agrees, ~nd by 
these presents binds himself and said eccur1ty, Clias. Stillman, 
to furnish, or cause to be furnished to the company o~ rnngen 
atationed, or to be stationed in the vicinity of llrownsnlle, com
manded by Capt. G. K J.cwis, in the scn·icc of tho SUtto of . 
Texas, with rations for the men, and forage for their horses a& 
1uch times and in such 11nantities M may be required by the 
Acting Commissary and Qenrtcr )laster of said company for 
the.period <if six ii1011thQ, i;hould the company remain so long 
in tho service of the State, nt tl1c fullowiug rates : sixty-three 
cents ~r ration of i;uLsi,,,tcncc ruul forngc; each ration of su~ 
sistence and furago tu C'On~i t of tho articles as follows, and in 
inch quantities as are allowed by the regulations of the United 
States army, viz : Pork, flour, beans, coffee, sugar, vinegar, 
caudles, soap and sult, us subsi tcnco for the men; and 
com, oats, or barlc.v for their horses; all of the best quali
ty, and to be delivered in good 1.onler. And the said Bar
ton further agrees with Gillett, .Adjnta11t General as aforesaid, 
to furnish, or cansc to be tnmiohcll to tlac company of rnugers 
stationed, or to be statiouetl at, or ncnr l~io Grande City, com
manded by Capt. II: Clay D:wiQ, with the Jikc quantity of sub
sist~nce for the men comprised in mill co111pn11y, and forage for 
their horses as alwrc agreed upon, for tho price of sixty-five 
cents per ration of sub~i;;tcucc nnd forn"e;. nil to be delivered 
at, or at uny point within h\"cnty mil~s of each i:lncc n!~pcdive· 
ly, viz: lhuwu~\·illc nnd'Hio Grnulle Citv. For which the said 
James S. Gillett, Adjutant Gertlral iH afore-said, actitw for, nnd 
on the part of tho bt.itc of 'l'C'.\.n , mid 11m1cr specir:i' instruc
tions from P. II:u19hrough Ucll. Uovemor of the State of 'l.'cx
as, agrees that the respective amounts of sixty-three cents for 
each ration of subsistence and forage furnished to the company 
commanded by C:ipt. G. K. Lewi,,, an<l .the sum of sixty·fil'e 
contB for each ration of subsistcqce and forage furnished the 
comfany commanded by {_)apti 11. Clay Davis, by sai<l Barton, 
shal be well and truly p111<l by F>ai<l State of Texas, upon pre-
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sentntion of tho proper vonc11crs of tho same hy said Darton to 
the proper authorities of tho State. 

And tho saicl Gillett, Adjutant General a,; aforesnid, further 
agrees with the sai<l Bnrton, that shoulcl it he 11eccssiwy to haYc 
a portion of the rations of subsi:;tcncc and forage fransportud 
ton greater di,;tnntc than twenty mill•s from the places abo\•c 
named, to wit: llrowns\· illo nncl nio OriuHlc C'ity, a rcaso111Lble 
compensation i::hall be made to on.id Burton by tho. State, for 
such increase of transportation. 

In tc:;timony whereof, we h:wc l1ercm1to F<Ct om hands and 
nffixecl our sea.ls this ninth tlny of 8eptcmbcr, 1\. D. 1852. 

. J X:\IES S. (HLLE'lvr, 1 .. fl • 

.Adjutnnt·Gcnernl. 

Te~~ STATE OJ.' TExA~, l 
County of Webb. l 

1~ .. R D.\ HTO~. L. 8. 

CIL\f;. ::>TJLLlL\N. L. s. 

Know all lnl' n hy these prc;;ont;;, tl1nt T, Jamc-c: S . GiU('tt, 
Adjutant General uf.hc State of Tcxn~, 1)f tho fa.,t part, and 
II. P. Dec & Co. of Inrc<ln, county ancl State nforc>'aid, of tho 
second part, have thi,; <lay lmrgninc(l ;tml ngrne<l, and by these 
pre~cnts 110 lJitrgain aml ngrt•c to tho folluwing co11trac:t, viz: 

The said IL l'. Bee & Co., ,if the second part, \,incl them
sch·03 to furnish, or c:mi:c to be fornishc<l to tl1c c·omp:my of 
r:mgcr,:; e·>m1~;mcle1l h.Y Oapt. CJwc·11 ~hnw in the scn ·jce of the 
State, aud i::tationed in tlw vil"iuit~· of J.~r<'.'do, with !·ations for 
tho men nml for.igo 1i.1r the ·r h<:>r cQ, nt such thnes :tud in such 
quantities a, may be rcr111ir1,;<l uy the ~\.din:;: Commissary and 
<inartcr ~faster •Jf sni<l cOlllj)~ny. fo1· I h..i period of six mun th~, 
l>eginni ng on tlll! twcnt.\·· O\'cnth clny of A ugmt, ,J\ . J>. 1 % 2, 
shoul1l the company re• 1.iin sol inn; in tho 'ienico of tho State, 
at tu()ofollvwin~ rate . t ,.wit: 'Ihirt.Y cent 1 er ration of i;uli
Ristt:nct!, antl Jiirt: -six c·nat'l }»l' ration ,,1· forago; rntions of 
snbsifitcncu to <:011si t of the 1ducl in 11u lltit! and 11nnlit~· al-, 
lowect by 1110 regulations of thl! :mny 0r the Uuitcu States; 
~iragc to con~i--t of twelve l'omuls of corn, oats, or barley to 
the ration, all to be of tl10 hest qnnlity nn<l llelivercd to the Act
ing Quartcrn1astcr l\llll Oummi~sat·y of Snbi;istence of Capt. 
Shnw'1; comp:my of r:mgcrt3, in good order, in Laredo. 

Aud the s:tid Hee & Cu., of the sceoucl pnrt, further ngtce to 
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furnish such transportation a'! mny he rcqnirc1.l of thc1~1, from 
time tv time, for tho rcmovnl of :<tores hclongmg to s:rnl rom-
1>any at rates customary for such til'tTiccs in l.11reclv; and Jikc-. 
wise, to fdh1ish such Quartermaster and ordnnuco stores 111111 camp 
and gai·rison equipage, ns may be required b,,·thc Actiug <~uarter 
Master of said company, at a lihcral compc11lllltiou; taking the 
requh;ite Youchcrs fi'Om the .Acting (i~nrtcrmnstcr of tho com
pany for lfttcb sen·iccs rcnder<'cl or nrticlcs pllrcha;;ed. 

For which the said James S. Gillett, ~\djutnnt General as 
aforesaid, acting for and on the part of'thc State. nnd urulcr pccial 
instructions from P. Ila11shro11~h Bdl. Uovcnwr ut' the State of 
Texas, agrees thnt tho rc. pcctivo :unollnts of thirty cent:. per 
ration of subsistence; and fort\·-six cents per mtion of forn~e, 
furnisht><l tJ1e company eo1P1m:i111lcd by Capt. Owen. Shnw, ~y 
said II. I>. lloo & Co., shall he wc11 nucl trul~· paid l1y said 
State of Texas, upon 11rc;;c11tntion of the proper vouchers of tho 
same by said Jiee ,\: Co., tv the proper authorities uf the State. 

In t~timouy whereof, wo l~n,·e hereunto set our lumd,; nn<l 
affixed our seal:; this twcnty-sc,·c11th day •>f ~l·ptcmher, A.}). 
1852. • JAllES s. GILLE1.T, I .. s. 

;,\ 1lj utnut-Gencral. 
JI. I'. DEE & Co. 1 .. s . • 

ExEc\trin; DEl',\I:nn:.Yr, fltatc of Texas, l 
Austrn, August ~uth, 1852. ! 

To Ilis Excellency, :Mn.r .. um Fu~1.m11m, 
President of tho r11itc1l States, Wasltingtun City, n. 0.: 

Sm-Such repoatcd rcprcse11tntio11s lmvo liccn ma<le to this 
Department by all the influential an<l mo t respectable rcsidcnta 
of the Uio Gnm<le valley, ot their desperate situation nn1l tho 
insecurity of lifo and property iu that section of the State. oc!
c_aaioned ~y the total innilcquucy of the Jll'l'sent military c:;tab
lishment m Texas to check the 11Hmler:> and dcprc<latt<ms of 
law~ess bands ?f Indians and :Mcxicant', that my con::.tant uml 

' anx!ous at~ntton ~as been for !'Olllil time pa.st din...ctc<l to tho· 
subject, with the view, if possible, to imt a final stop to theso 
?u~es, and restore tranquility and cvntidencc to a rcofon that 
18 rapidly depopulating and on the verge of ruin. 0 

Amon.g other steps that I deem m::cterially important to tlie 
accomphshment of so desirable au cn<l, I have the honor to ad
rlrei;s yonr Excellency, a11d enclose l1crcwith certified copies of 

• 
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such late communicatious, petitions ancl affoluvits connected 
with the subject as have reached this Depart1De11t. To these 
documents, i would respectfully and earnestly draw your Ex
cellency's particular attention, as ample evidence of the fact& 
therein set forth, .find the urgency of that assistance and succor 
that their present distressed situation so imperiously demands., 

Your Excellency will perceive by the penisal of these pnpers, 
that the mo:;t lamentable distress, unarehy nud coufu'sion must 
inevitably result from the state of affairs therein represented, 
leading ulamately to tho total di:;organization an<l destruction 
of the ·whole line of tho Rio Grande unless prompt and ener
getic measures be taken to prevent tl1e continuanco of the evil. 
'rhe civil authorities are µerfcctl;· paralysed, and the military 
statione<l ou the lower Hio Grande, have declared themselves 
unable to rcnde1· the requested as,,istauce to support the execn
tiou of the laws; while on tho upper Rio Grande, the almost 
entire withdrawal of the troops from tho county of El Paso, 
leaves the prospeet for that portion eyen still more desperate 
and deplorable. 

Independent of e•ery other serious consideration, the impor
tance of preser~ing irn·iolate exi:;ting treaties with the neigh
boring Republic of )Iexico, whoso limits rnn along tho western 
bank of the Rio Grande in close pr()ximity to the western line 
of this State from its northern tu it.s southern extremities, and 
tLe impracticability of doing so under the existing state of things 
on that frontier, must forcibly impress your Excellency with the 
urgent necessity for additional military force upon that line to 
sustain the authorities nnd suppress infraction. 

After much consideration of tho matter, I hnve felt it my du
ty to take imme<liate steps for tho relief of the lower Rio Gran
de, an<l with that viow have caUe<l into the service of the State 
three companies of mounted voluntec~, (numbering in all 
apout 200 .rank and file), who arc to net in concert with the 
United States troops stationed in that quarter. The Adjutant 
General of the State has been <lirected to proceed to that point, 
and is now in the <lischargo of the duties thus assigned him; a 
copy of hi;; instructions accompany this communication. 

I therefore trnst that' the General Government, in considera
tion of the pressing emergency nnd the serious 1·esponsibility 
incurred uy a longer <lelay, will recognise tho sen·icel:! of these 
volunterr troops, and make sucJ1 fmtilor and more permanent 
disposition, as upon examination shall bo found necessary tor&. 
store that peace and F.ocnrity to which this unfortunate country 
has been so loJJg a stranger . 

• 
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'Vith 11ssnranccs of tho hiO'hest consideration, I have the 
I:> b' ' honor to remain your Excellency's o t sent, 

r. II. BELL. 

WAx D:r:r.\nnn::-.~r, } 
"' ashi11gton, t-'ept. 30, 1852. 

Sm.-Thc Pl'esident has reforrcd to thi~ Department your 
Excellency's letter of the ~0th ultimo, with the ducuIDenti; 
therein enclosed. Yom· Exl<ellcucy bays tlmt repeated repre
sentations have been marle to tltis (your) Department by all the 
most infiuential aud rcspuctahle rc:>itlcnts of the Tiio Grande 
Valley, of their desperate situation, and the insecurity of life 
and p1·operty in thnt !':ection of the State, occatiione<l by the to
tal inadel1uacy of the prc,.;ent miJit:V)' c,,tabli. hment in Tc.xas, 
to check the unmlers nncl dcprcdatiun'3 of lawless hands of In
dians and l\fexicans; and ti.at in consequence of their repre· 
eentations you had foll it your, duty to take immediate steps 
for the relief of the lower Rio Urandc, and with that Yicw bad 
called into the service of the Stnto three comp:mic.'i of mounted 
volunteers, (numboring in all, ahout ~01) imm, rauk nn<l tile,) for 
the pe'riod of six mouth:;, who arc tu act iu concert wiTh the 
United States troop:> stationed in that <1unrtcr. Your Excel
lency concludes by rc<ptcstin~ that" tl10 General Gu,·ernrncut 
will reco~ni1.0 tho scn·iucs of thc:.c Yoluntc.·m· troops and mako 
such further aud 1noro prrniancut 1li. positiv11 ns upon mrn111ina
tion shall bo found ncccs.<;arx to rcstu1·c that peace and security 
to which tlittt (this) unfi.H'lunate conntr.v has so lvu~ been n. stran
ger." l' OU cuclosu nrivns CIJllllllUllicntinns lll:HlO to you UJ 
citizens ol' Texas on this snh;ect. 

Your Excollcncy iR prnl1:il1ly nwnrc that tho Exccnti\·e has 
repeatedly infunnecl Oo1tgl'ess that the militnr.\' c::,tahfo•ltn11,;nt 
of the country was i{1adc<lnatc to tho protection of. it:> widely 
extended frontier, a!Hl recommcndctl that it be authorized to 
raise adcli tional force for that purpose. Con~ress has seen fit 
to disregard these recou11ne11datio11s at a time when the necessi-. 
!Y for their adopti~n wu.s mor~ apparent t~nn it is at present. 
Before the last odJournment ot Oongl'ess, it was well known 
that there was rcMon to upprcl1ond an extensive outbreak of the 
Indians on the frontier of rexas auu the very facts communi
cated in your Excellency's lctt.c1?, must have been known to the 
Senators and Repres~ntativcs of your State in Congress. Never
thel.ess that body ud.1om·ncd without taking uuy steps on thh1 
subJect. 
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Within a few weeks past, the Department ha.S been infonned 
by the reports of its oflicers, not only that the rumours that tho 
lndil!ns wore preparing extonsi ''e hostilities, were w1founded, 
but that in fact (with a iew partial exceptions) they have not 
been for a long time as peaceably di8pose<l. All nccounte 
concur in ropresentinq the Comanches as unusually c1uiet, 
and by advices rcce~vc<L from Col. Summer, it ~pears that 
treaties of peace have been con<:ludc-cl with the Navijoes and 
.Apaches, (the two mo:;t po\Yerful nations on tho confines of 
New Mexico and Tcxal'l ;) tl:at there nro now treaties of peace 
with all tho Indians in N.iw Mexico, and that with tho excep
tion of some of the J'OYing- baud;; of tho plains, the Indians m 
tittlt section of tho country have ccusccl to be troublesome. 

Under these c:ircmnstnnces, OYcn if there wore a manifest 
necessity for an arlditional iucrause of the milil nry establish
ment, tho exec.:uti rn would he itate to call into tho ficrvico of 
the government a tlcscriptinn of force, which, while it.ii:; far less 
effecient than that which Uru1~rc5s hus refusc<l to authorize, is 
more expen::-fre. Unt tho l 1r0si<1c11t is l10t satisfied that tho 
facts contained in the pnpcrs transmitted hy your Excellency 
wnuld warrant him iu takiug this step. The only Jaw under 
which theProi;idcut could exercise the power reforrotl to, is the 
act of Febrnary 2S, 17!J;J, cntitlctl nu '·act to provide for calling 
forth tho militia to execute tho laws of the Un ion, sup1)ress 
insurrections an<l repel iurnsioni;, and to r.!pcal tho net now in 
force for those purposes." It is llOn btcd whether.that act applies 
to the present ca ·c. It nppenri; from thcsu papers that th& 
neighborlmod of El Pnso and D1·owns\·ille, has for several 
mouths pa>-t been infested by lawless persons who trl\\"crsc the 
country singly or i.n small p:.l.l'Lic::. <11fring oft' cattle and occa
sionally committing mnrders. 1 hat tho perpetrators of thci;o 
acts arc principally Indians, J.foxicm1s arnl half breeds. But 
that lawless and reckless pcrdous protlissing to be citizens of 
Texas also .participate in them. Tl1at in consequence of th& 
alarm occasioucd by these <lisurJcrs, i;omo of tho inhabitants' 
ha,·e been compcllc<l to abm1don their hvmcs. TLnt the civil 
authorities were powerless to put a stop to .these outrages, th& 
officers of justice not being aule to colluct a sufficient civil fore& 
to execute process, &c. • 

There i& reason to suspect thnt these statements are somewhat 
exaggerated. I3esiclcs the natural tendency of persons while 
uu<lcr the influcuce of fear to rnagni(y tbo clanger tliatoccasions 
jt, some of tho fii~ncrs of these papers hare a. stron~ motive to 
do so. It is well known to this Dc1>arti.11ent that the inha'bi-

7 



tants in the nei~hborhoO<l of militnry posts, have other reasons 
for wishing thc~n to be kept tip, be ... idcs the protection tl1cy 
afford. The Dcpurtmcnt therefore is frequently \lrgcd to 
establish po:;til where there i:. 110 real nccc:,:,ity for tl1e111 ; nn<l 
whenever troop~ nre orJcrcd awny from onl', alarming n~~ounts 
of Indian hostilities arc inrnrinbh· ~ct afloat. In adchtion to 
this man\' youn" men uro always' ft•ullll who nro anxious to 
en~l thc1ns

0

cln.'S"ns volunteer:;, ;111d tl1crc is no part of the fron
tier from Oregon 111111 Unlifo111ia to Florida, where similar 
applications have not beef! mudc, but in e\ cry :in t:mce they 
have been rejected. T\1 whnt oxte11t thc.:>e remarks apply to 
the accouu~ contained in the papcl"d trau:-mittcd by your 
Excelle11c\·, I nm unable to ay. I will mcrcl_,. rcmnrk, that 
the comniander of thnt Depnrtmcnt positi,·cly pronounces 
several of tho statement:: cc111tni11eu in them entirely u11fou11ded, 
'and docs uot recom111c111l tJ1:1t these \'Oluntoor:; be received into 
the eervicc of tho Unite1l Stutes. 

Supposing, howe\·er, these uccouuts tfl he strictly correct, the 
ootmgos au<l tlisor<lcrs compluincd of (except when committed 
by Indians) nro hardly such as thi go,·en11ne11t ought to be 
called npon to express. The perpetrators of the e acts, whether 
Americana or Mexican:;, uru not JIUO{ic enemua to he en
countered l>y tho arm~· of the United Statc.c:i, bnt prfrate 
m<fli'factora, to lie arrc,,tcd :mil puui lied by the ci vii authori
*ies of 'fexns. It' tho rncm1s which those authorities ham at 
their disposal nro not suflicicnt tu ouablo them to <lo this, and 
the government of Texas finds it ncc1.:&sary to c.'lll out... her own 
militia to execute hc1· own laws nnd tu dc!end her own citizens 
against. robbers auJ murderers, sul'ciy it ought not to expect 
the Umted States t11 pay the cxpcn cs of the proceeding. 

It must he borne in 111ind, t-011, that the di:;ordcrs complained 
of J1ave been hron:,rht about in part by citizens of Texas them·· 
selves. It is well known tlmt many uf the inhabitants of thnt 
State were d1rec:tly. or indii;pctly co11c:eme1l in the <;riminul en
terpri7.C8 of Cnravajal, in violation of the laws of their own 
country, and no doubt in oppo~itiou to the wi~hcs of the peace
able and law abiding portion of tho inhauitnn~ of Tdns. 

It was to be expected that the in!tatitauL:; of Mexico would 
see~ in B?me way _or other to rctaliutc upon them; and th_e 
Indians m the neighborhood hn,·c iwailed themselves of tlus 
opportu~ity to renew their predatory iucursions into the ct•un 
try. lhe n~nnber of these, huwc,·er, judging from oflicial 
reports to this Department, is 11mc:h cxng.,erated in these 
papers. In addition to these, mercenary vagabonds and out-
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laws within onr Jimits, who hntl flocked to tho standard of 
Caravajnl, finding themselves disnppointc<l in their hopes of 
plunder in the Mexican territory, uaturally seek to ini:leuinify 
themselves in our own. 

The President directs me to a:;,,urc your Ex:ce1leney that he 
sympathizes deeply with the snfti.•rillf,"5 of the good people of 
Texas, who are thus made to suffer fo'i· aet.s in which they did 
not participate, and that he will do all that he can with pro· 
priety do, to arrest them. The oflicers in command of that· 
Department report~ that in view of the trouhlcs on that frontier, 
he had already ordered to that quarter lh-e companies of 
mounted riflemen. OrdN>i have nli;o been given to fill up all 
the companies stationed there with their complement of men. 

One of the papers tran--mitted hy your Excellency, mentions 
that the officer at a military post had been unn.hlo to render 
any assistance in puuishing the authors of thcile atrocities, 
becaui'e his men were unpro\-idcd with hur,:;e;;. Thnt is very 
possible. Congres'l, in spite of the carne~t and repeated remon
strances of the Department, havin~ failed 1y1til within a few 
weeks past to appropriate 111une.r fi •r the purchn!'lC of horses, 
the Department found it .. clf unable to >:uppl.r them. Since 
the Department has been proviuctl with fu11ds for the purpOAe, 
measures have been taken to supply the rc1111ii-itc number of 
horses. · · 

From report:; rccei \"eel from Col. Summer, it is rendered high· 
ly probable that tho portion of tho forces under his command 
that had for a tcml>orary pnrpoi:C been ordered from tho Texas 
fronties to Santa •'e, have bulorc this resumed their former 
station. -

Representatious l1ave ali;o hecn mnclc to the Mexican Gov
ernment in regard to the alle<lgcd participation ot' oflicers and 
citizens of that count!·.'' iu the outra;:;cs complained of. It is 
hoped that these measm·c;;, together with the exercise of a pro
per decr1·ce of vi1rilance ancl CllCl'"Y on tho part of the citizens 
and go~crmnent0of Tcxa~, will ::.fiiiice to restore tranquility and 
peace to thntJl'gion uf country. 

l havo the ho11or to be, very respcctfnlly, your obedient 
servant, · C. !II. CO.NHAD, 

Secretary of 'Var. 
Ilis Excellency, P . IT. 'Dell, Governor of Texas. 







with the stolen horses mt18t have taken another route. A mun• 
ber of lc~rs were found in the camp ot' tho Indians on the San 
Roque, written from Guerrero to the lower Rio Grando. 

* * * * * * * 
I ha\·e t.he honor to remain 

Your Excelfoncy's most obedient servant, 
OWENSIL\W, ' 

Capt. Commanding Company Texas Rangen • 
• 

An.rUTA~"'T GENERAL'S 0ITICE, } 
Austin, December 13, 1 52. 

To his Excellency, P. II.L.,.smtO"GOB BELL, 
Gov. of the State of Texas: 

Sm-In obedience to your reque t of the 4th instant, I here
with have the honor to tmnsmit to you, an estimate of the 
amount of funds required for the pay, mile11owc, snbeiatence, fo
rage and incidental expenses of the three companies of monn· 
t.ed·raogers now in the service of the State, and commanded 
nspectively by Captains G. K. lewis, ll. Clay Davis and 
<>Wen Shaw, viz : 

&timattd Amor1nu. 
Pay department, . • • • . • . • . 
Subsistence and forage, • • . • . . • 
Quarter-masters property, etc., . . • • 
Surgeons, • • • . • • . . . . •• 

$46,561 08 
28,372 3j 
4:,500 00 
1,800 00 

Total amount, •81,238 40 
In making the abovo estimates, I was ~verned in the first, 

(the Pay Department,) by the amounts ot pay and allowance& 
heretofore made by the United States Government to troops of 
the same character, and eng!lged in t11e same kind of service 
in Texas. il\ calculatiqg the mileage and travelin~ allowance, 
I found it impossible to make, in detail, the respective amounts 
due each comrny ; from the fact that I conld not know the 
amonul of JWl.eap allowed, each individual with the return of 
their diac1!~ roll, but I have adopted an ave~ for the 
whole, wh1cll.I beJieve, from the best information in my pos
e.ion, wilt not be far from correct. 

The eatimatecl amount for eubsist.ence and f~ being bas
ed upon contract, C&Dnot materially dift'er from th8 estimate. 

Tlie amount ea*iaaated for Quarter-maeter pl'Opelty, Ordi· 

• 
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• PA'7 DEPARTMENT • 

ESTIAIATE of tlie amount of funds required to pay one C01.npany 0 r Mounted Tr z t . , · t1•e ser·v 
1\T." 11,, fi. h . d ,rs· 11r: h d l 1 ~ ro un ee1s in ,. .nine J.1.1.en, . or t e peno o.; tx Juont s; an a so tae mileage and pay of the same from place of of the Stale, numbering, in the aggrrgate, St t·e11ty

rol/ment to place of mustering into se1vice, aml front 
place of discharge, home. 

• 
' ·--- -,- ,_. ,_. 

~ ' 'L P< ,z ... :: ..... 
~ ci ~ c J ~. ~ . ...:: S! 

Cl) Cl C) 

~bC3 C) H ~ 

0 Cl ... ~!ti) 
~· -g I . ...... l.: 

~I 'f., 0 0 0 ....., .:: 
J" tJ -E ...., ~ ~ ,/!=! 
'" ..::: I§ ~ d c ~CJ • .. 
0 tc 

::=........, ~ (.) 

tii ~~ ~ l'°I 
0 g '5 ~ ..!.J 
~ ~~ i:: 

.s ..... "" :.:1 - Q ..... ~ 

-1- c: 
0 

...... ~~ .. -;:g ..::: 0 ,_. 
0 ~ "c; 

Cl 
..... <.J s :.- I t'l.:::1·~ d 
0 Cl ;:::.. c 0 - "' .._ LO Cl ...... "· :.-.1r·1 

0 H ~ 0 ~ H 
I 

I PEU MONTH. 
~~~~~~~~~-. 

Suns1sTEN01•:. 
\ 

a ,_. ,. ~ 
~ I! CE c= c 
0 ~ • 

·.;.::go.!: c:; 
c;l .:::. ~ ..... .... ~ 
;:::! ~ c:: 
s t- t :.. .c 
c ::c Cl -81 ~ :;i 

'~ 

11 
2d Lieutcnnnts. 33 33 4 9. ' 00 <>. lll ;;o l fi SU 83 W JI !i8ti 3U 

-'t: - Hi 00 l G 50 l 1; 8H 83 4H :11 '!'!' ".,,", 
1 
1 1 

Cnptain I 3-10 00 $10 00 4 $2-t 00 2 $16 on I I $1lll 00 
1st Lionten:mt. 33 33 4 2-t oo 2 lG oo ~ I () ;,o 1 ,,~ $10G !IO ~ii:> r.<>I l:i ri :w 

• ht Seraeant. 16 00 --
c 0 

· } 1 ~ $3 ;.ose oo L ,,; 31 r,o :.!7 7,, "''7 ,4,fl 
ompnnv. l':nmza- 1 1 1 I .I .., ~ G' -, 6 -, 9 ·, Sere:eants. 13 00 ' I v~ 't: :i: - ::; 'j: " :l 50 12 oo :3 Ii ~ii ;, .. , ;;-, 30 

hon. 1 Corr)oral:i. 10 00 l ~ . 
1 

:1 !lo 12 on 1 '!'; :!4 7;, :w> c1 

~1 1 !i~ 
ll [1~ 
11 58 

i!S fi(l 
~r> ;,o 

" " 5 1:.. 00 ~ ti -'.':t :!.• :io 1 GG H 58 :H 1)(1 Buglers. ~·m1t 1s. 0 00 ..., o ) 9.• "~ 

l F i1r1·1"e1·s & luck- 11 00 I ' 3 !\(l 12 00;.? U 21) 2fl [ 1,28:J 12 
. { Privates. 8 00 3 ;:;o 12 oo'

1
u~ ti 23 7;,,__ 

1l [,$ 21i 110 
1 23 50 

---~-----__;,: __ __.___.--''-'---'---l.-'---..!!.11 _______ __:_-.,,~.----::--;.-':---.-- IL _____ ..... ! 1.>,ri20 :rn 
-~ '!'otnl amount ot pay, tr:tvPllmp; allow:rncc" a~~~m1nut:tt1mlibi· Jia):-:-ti.11· th'Re cc1111pmilo;:, ~ t./i,:i(il Ob 

5S 

SUBSISTEN CE AND FORAG E . 

TliE following table shows the amount of funds required to pay for the Subsistence and Forage,furnislird by contmct, to the three companies ef .Mounted Rangers, now 
in the suvice of the State. 

Cola>ll..);IES colnc.rnDED n1. 
NtT~mr..R 01' 

lIO~TII::I • 

Xi:il!DER OF D.A.Y3. Rf.TIO:-!S [.'OR A RATION ol' oo,,·r 0.1!' SUiltiTS'ff:."-C'E SO. 01•' :!oiO.- OOll

MISSlv~n:u, :m : {t;I \~S ' 
.A~"l> PRIY.\'n.ii, IS 

EACH CXntT'A:..'i'. 
I 

NUMBl;rt Ob' COXTl~ACT PRICE 'l'OTAf, A~IOUS'l' \JI" l 
FOR E.\.CII SU13SISTENCE A:ND FOIUGl; FOR I 
CO>lPANY. A~D FOUAQE. E.\OH r,oJl!PANY. "-~------------

Ca1)t. Owen Shaw. 
Ca1)t. G. K. Lewis. , 
Cap~:.. II_: Q!ay Davi;;: 

j(j 

'iG 
'iG 

G 
6 
G 

183 
l u3 
183 / 

ia,H08 I 7iic. $10,!>70 OSI/ 
13,908 C3o. 8,762 0·1 

) B (j ~ D,O JO 2(1 __ 13,!ll _____ ;;c. __ 

· ·1 · 1 1 of Q artormnstcr's property-Ordnance Stores Camp and 
• Probable amount of funds reqmrod to meet the expenses incurred, neccssari y, m t lC p~irc rnse u, ' ' 

Gnuison equipage and Medicines : For each Company, fifteen hundred. dollars, (~1,500 00), 

SURGEONS. 

th 
: 1 f · nths at the rate of ono hundred dollars per month, en.ch, 

.Amount of funds required to pay three Surgeons, (ono fo1· cac11 Company), for e penot 0 six mo > 

Amounts brought down: 

.. 
Pay Department, 
Subsistence and Forage, 
Quarte1·mnster's Property, &c., 
Surgeons, 

Grand total, 

T()l n.1 Amount, 

~·I ,:JOO 00 

$1,SOO OQ 

$-:l:G,561 OS 
28,372 32 

4,500 00 
1,800 QC) 

$81,233 40 

JAMES S. GILLETT, Adjutant-General. 
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nance stores, Camp ai1d Garris
0

on equipage nnd :Mcllicines is 
principally gncss work; as those pnrcliases ha\>C been m~de 
entirnly by the Captain~, or their direction, no return of which 
has, as yet, been made to this Department; Lnt it i8 hoped that 
the amount estimate9, will be fotmd adequate to the dii;charge 
of the liabilities incnrred. 

The estimate for Surgeons, is the price usually paid; and if 
each Company has been snpplied with a Surgeon, the amount 
will no donbt be correct; but may be varied according to the 
number of month8' actual service performed in each Company. 

All of which I have the honor to submit for your Excellen
cy's consideration. 

"With sentiments of profo1md respect, 
I nm )'Olli' obt. scrvt., 

JAMES S. GILLETT, 
Adjutant General. 

REPORT OF STATE TRE.lSlRER. 
TnEAst:REit's 01-'FICl-:, } 

. Au:<tin, Dcccm bcr G, 18.J2. 
To llis Excellency, P. JI. 11.:1.1., 

Go\'crnor of the State of Texas : , 
Srn: I have tho honor herewith to imbmit to vour Excellen

cy the accompanying blatemcnts marked "A," "ll" nnd '' C," 
exhibiting the condition a11Cl ::.ituution of tho Trcnsury, and the 
balance of the money rc111aini11g therein to the credit of tho 
State, an<l i-pccial <lcposite:; on the 3lt;t of October, .A. D. 1852, 
with a sumnrnry of the receipt:> and payments of the Treasury 
durincr the fiscal year ending that <fate. • 

Statement " A,'' exhibits the transactions of the office on 
general or State accounts. . 

Statement " B," is an exhibit of the transactions on account 
of special <lepoi;its. 

Statement "O, " shows the amount appropriated for each 
class au<l description of the l'ublic Debt of the late Uepublic 
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of Texas-the amounts paid, an~l the balance or the appropri&
tions remaining in the Trcasur.v. 

By virtue of the authorit.'· of net~ passed upon the subject, 
the Treasurer on the lLJth <lny of Fcl1ruiu·.'· last, conunenccd t11e 
payment of that portion ot' the Publi.c lJ~ht= 1ur w!1~ch a1~pro
priatio11s had hccu m1ufo. .A.t thnt tune tho c<mc11tton ot the 
Treasury was thus-
ln United States 5 per cent. non<l;, ........... E::i.000,000 00 
In spt!cie, recci,·ed tor iut(:r~t 011 U. f'. Bonds, .... ~.;o,ooo oo 

By the act rnnking appropriation for the impport of the Gov
ernment for the year:; l~.;:.! and ·;,;i, tho interest received upon 
United State:> Doud wa,. 11' :;ignc(l to meet those appropriations. 
A sufficient amount uf the Bond:;, or tho proceed thereof wera 
approsrintecl to pay the Public l>eLt. The Treasurer com
menced tho paym(!flt of the dcht by i"nin~ the specie in the 
Treasury; less a ::.nflicic11t amount to meet the curreut expcn-
805 of tho go,·cmment, trn~tin~ that the demmul upon the 
Treasury on account of foe Puli)ic Debt. would not be ,.u great 
as to cxhau.-t tho Trca ·m·,· before n , ale of the United States 
Bonds could he mndc by the Uo111ptrollcr, under authority of 
the net of the I ... c.i:d,Jathro pro\·iding for the sale of <1110 million, 

·appro,·c l February 11:th, 1 ":i~ ; in thi~. l1owC\·er, hewn; di.;ap
pomtc(I, as S.) ~rent wns the de111n111l upo11 tho 'frcn ury for re
demption of debt, tl1nt the spcciu wt exhma tcd in ten days' 
time; while the bid,; for tho hondfl wcro not 1.4., he opened by 
the Comptro~lc1· 1111til the 4th clay11l'.May. It therefore hocame 
ncccssru·y, tnthcr to su,.pcntl tho lmymcnt of tT10 debt fc1r o\'cr 
two months or issue tlw liC1nd~. Tp<111 con ul~1ti1m with your 
Exccllo'ucy and tho Com ptn1ller, it was 1lccmo1l nch·i able to 
pay out the bondfl, nt u pr~mi11111 of three pol' cent. 011 the i,amc, 
to such as dc~ir\!d them in 111·cforont·e tv waiting 1111til tho Treasu
ry coultl be 1mpplic1l with pccic. It wus consiclcrcd that it 
would be injurious to t IH· i ntcrCilt of tho Stntc, in tho futuro sale 
of tho bonds tv pny t hc111 from tho Tr~a ur,r at their focc, 
~hon it was c~i1lc11t, they wcro 11u11ght with 1wi<lity Ly capital· 
lits at a prcmnun abo,·c tho mtc c,,talilishc<l. 

Tho ih"t>t bunds were issued on the ~lith of February Inst, 
when a book was opened shuwi1w the number of the bonds-the 
amount of intcre:5t <luc and cl~ir<Ycd to <late-tho amount of 
premium ~barged, aud tho rcccipt"of the person tu whom the · 
bond was issued. 

To tho 4th of ~foy lust, when the payment of b<lnds was sus· 
pended, the Trct\tiurcr Juul paicl'out the number of ti vc hundred 
und se\·cnty-two, amounting iu p!'iucipal to five hundred and 
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11eventy-two thousand dollars, ($572,000 00), and collected in 
interest due upon the same, the sum of seven thonsand two 
hundred and eighty dollars and thirty ccntt1,($7,280 30), which' 
amount he deposited in the Trcnsury, to the credit of the State. 

The premium charged and collected upon said bonds, nmount 
to Se\·enteen thousand one hundred and sixty dollars, ($17,160.) 
From this amount, all the expenses, snch as ud \'ertisi11g, travel
ling expE.inses of the Comptroller to New York and Washington 
city and back ; insurance and transportation of specie, etc., 
etc., iacident to the sale of United States Bonds, under act of 
Fel>ruary 16th, 1852, were paid, amounting as per statement 
"D," herewith submitted, to the sum ot' eleven thousand one 
hundred and sixty-six dollars and sixteen cents, ($11,166 16.) 

The balttnce or five thousand nine hnndred and ninety-three 
dollars and eighty-four ceuts, ($5,993 84) was deposited in the 
Treasury to the credit of the State. .As the Legislature had 
neglected to make appropriation fnr tlle expenses attending the 
sale of tbe bonds, it was deemed proper to pay the same out 
of the premium which had been collected in this office, (with
out the direct authority ot law) upon the bonds disbursed there- · 
from, and leave it for the Legislature to sanction the course 
pUNued, if' judged correct, and express by law in what man
D('lr the account or the Treasurer relative to the same shall be 
11ettled. 

In the payment or the bonds at tbe arbitrary premium ot 
three per cent., it was optional with claimants to take them, or 
wait a short time for the specie, nnd \vbile in most cases they 
were taken, it is believed that few or none snftererl loss there
from. On the contrary, many gained, as the actual value of the 
bonds in market was above the rnte charged by the office ; as 
evidenced by the price the bonds brought, upon the bids opened 
on the 4th of May last. 

The determination to charge a premium upon the bonds paid 
out, placed the Treasurer in an embarrassing and unpleasing 
situation, from the tact that when complaints wi;ire made, which 
was sometimes the case, he could not plend authority of J~w for 
his course; while at the same time, he felt conscious that he 
was acting for the best interest ot' the State, and believed that 
his conduct would be appro\'ed by the proper authorities of the 
same. Beyond the nmonnt of seventeen thon~antl one lnmtlred 
nnd sixty dollars, ($17,160 00) by which the State was directl,r 
benefited, it is believed that the plan adopted and pursued hail 
a beneficial effect, upon the sale of bonds, in an increase of pre-

8&9 
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minm, above wlrnt would otherwisP. have been the cnsc hnd tht 
Treasurer paid out the lwnds l\t pnr. 

In unle:· to siiuw that tho prc111i11111 cstnlJJil'hc<I could not be 
cont>idered ~s i11j11riu11s tu clai111m1ts upt•ll tl1e 'J'N.'ns111-.r, or na 
depriri1w tl1em ut' nny jnt>t ri~ht or clc1111111d1 the 'frcni;111w will 
state tlu~t so soon as it was deternii11cd ro 1m,pcnd the isi-ne uf 
the t:undi01 nnd return tu spl•cic p:ty111c11t, mnny c11nq•lni11ts were 
ma.de, claiman~ Cl•nsidcrin~ it nn nct1111l lumlt>hip to Jia,·e no 
choice, lmt to take the specie. Offers were made h)· J>Cl')!(1na 

havin" dernan<ls upon tl1e Tren~ury, of ns high a n1tc 1111 four 
per c:i1t. tur the homls, which utters '''l•rc of cvun:c refused, a 
the Treasury wns then ~npplicd with specie suflicicnt to 111eet 
all demands, and it licing fur tho licnctit of tlw t\tntc, tliat u 
large an amount of the l.1<111d:> M possiulc shunlc.J he held in tht 
Treasury on acconnt of the mine of rho accrnin~ interest. 

As will Le seen by &h\k111cnt ".A," the f.lllll of three 111illicia 
six hundred and twc11ty·eight thomnrul dullar!I. (*3,ti~S,Ooo 00) 
in United States bo11ds t>till rcmuin in tl1e Trcusnry ; vf thit 
aom, three million ti\'c hundred nntl "cnmty fi\'c tl11111snnd clul· 
Jars, ($3,575,000 00) helun1--rs ~o tl1c fund li1r di"u1m:cmc11t; the 
balance, fil\y-tliree thunsunc.J dol1:1M11 (~53,000 00) l1clv11gs to 
the general school fund. The intcr<'st due upon tl1ci-e l10nda 
on the first of July Inst, n11101111ting in the n~grcgate tu ninety 
tl10usand se\'Cn hundred dolln111, ($00,IOO 00) !ins nearly all 
been collected by tho Treasurer, nnd as soon as tho whole 
amount is collected, will be deposited in tho Treasury to tht 
erodit of the State ns follows, viz: 
To l?eneral account for dishnn;crncnt, ............ i sn,:Ji5 00 
To general school fund account,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . J ,:125 00 

i(IO,iOO CO 
By ,·irtnc of act of Dc<'cm bcr ~d. 1 S!iO, the Stntc i sued to tho 

e;onernl school 1'11n1l ita lio11<ls fur thirt \'·ti ix t honea11il d11ll11n, 
{:g36,000.) hearing fire per cent. int cn•st, t~ Gu pp ls the pln<"l' !lt'I 1111& 
amount of spccio liclonging tu Micl 1'1111<11 whicl1was 11scd li1rthe 
immediate and \>rcssin;,t wnn ts or tho 'l'n•ns111·y. By the• ~d seer ion 
of the act mnk111~ nppropriations for the support of the gurcrn· 
ment for the years 185~ ullll l 853, npproH•d Fein nnry l 6th, 
1852, lhc Trcnsnrcr was n11thol'izcd and did tran~f'cr the liko 
snm•o!' U:nite<l States firo per cent. hon<ls to tnkc the pince of 
th~ said ~late .hondi> ; the general i;chool fund to he t lie ltcne
nc1ary (If the 111tercst nccrnint? upon the United States bcmds 
f.rom the first of January, 185!:!. Thero is therefore, due the 
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general school fund, the snm of r .1e thousand nine hundred and 
tifty dollars, (it,950 00) for interest accrued upon thtS State 
bonds from tl1Q date of thdr issue, December 2d, 1850, to Jan
uary 1st, 1852, when the said fund commtmced recei \·ingthe inte· 
rest upon the United States l>uncls. '!'his a111ount woulu pruperl1 
be pravide<l fl>r by an appropriatiou tor that specific purpuae. 

1 have the honor to lie, very respectfullJ~, 
Your Excdleucy's vl>edient servant, 

JAS. H. RAY.M.O.ND, Treasurer. 



JrlUEXEBT 1«:AJ.ft 

... " nm, •• ttoeotmt ,..,.,.,,,., ""'1.Jom• 11. J&i• T.,.,.,,,.,,,..,,,,,. iti ,..,,_ ,_,. n4illf t>doW~ 
J>:a. 

To amoant <#, 11SM1' 4itlMnMcl qpon ~- II p;; ..,, "":raw ... , w..,.. .. ~ ... 
lJ>. ~ •f ~'f1f kte ~puJiljc, 3,68' '11 
lo 1pecie 'of reTenae or State, 161,156 18 
" " " lntereet received on 

United Statee Bonde.t • • ea,m 'I' 
Ia~· of General DCD001 Fund, 

tnmferred, lT ,ooo 00 

To amoant of specie of" rennue of 
State," tnmeferred to account of 
"Coan~ Tum," liaTing been d• 
poeited 1n enor to account C1f ",... 
Tenae of State," per depoeite wu-
nm No.16'8 · 

To amount or "Fi" per cent. State 
Bonda," traa.aferrea to credit of 
"Cub" account, and delivered to 
Comptroller 11, vouch.. tor • 
tlement, 

Jl. B.-The amount ot 158,000 00 
United Statee 6 pet cent. Bonde 
were tranaferred to account of 
"General School Fund," to re
place the above amount of '38,· 
000 00 "State Bonda" delivered 
to Comptroller, and en ,ooo ,, IP':' 
oie,,, diabuned or " Gen'I School .. 
Fund," in icoordancewitb tie 8rd 
leC&lon ot an "act making appro
prlatlone fbr the npport ot the 
Government f'or the 7ean 1869 
and 1868." 

To amount of GoTtrmneDt liabili
tta. received in colleetion of ReY· 
enue of late ~blio, and deliT· 
erecl to the Comptroller 11 vouch· 
en l>r llttlement, Tia : 



In Promissory Notes, Bonds, and In
terest Coupons, 

In Audited paper, 
" Exchequer Bills, 
" Certificates of Public Dobt of 

the late Republic, 

To amount of United State~ 5 per 
cent. Bonds deli vcred to the 0\1111p
trollor, anrl sold by him, ant! i;pc· 
cic rccci,·ed in lieu thereof, hy ,·ir
tue of an act of the LcgisJ.tturn of 
Febnrn.ry 20th, 1852, 

To amount of Cash disb111'se1l in pa;l'
ment of the debt of the late ne.
pnblic of Texas, viz: 

In United States 5 per cent. Tioncls, 
" Specie-proceeds of i;alc ot' U ui

ted States Bonds, 
In specie-interest receiYed on Uui

ted States Bonds, 

N. B.-Liabilities paid 
are as follows, viz: 

"Second Cln:::;i Debt," 
"Thi rd Class Debt," 
"Amlited Papcr"-lst 
Clai-s Debt, 

"1\1 iscell11nt>011s Jiahili
tieti "-l i;t Class Debt, 

Au.dited by special nets 
ot tho I~gislatnre, 

"Ei~ht per cent Fund
ed Dl•ht, 5th February 
1840 "-princirnl, 

"Ten per cent. Fumlocl 
Dcht, 5th Fcb'y 1840" 
-principal, 

"Interest 011 vnrious lia
bilities,"-viz: 

On eight J>cr 
ct. .Fun e<l 
debt, 712 :;o 

On 10 per ct. 

(iC\8,S~'i' 49 
!!:i"l 11 5 7 

lG,::?39 S7 

2G,'i03 75 

930 <10 

132,525 00 

26,!}45 23 
:{-t-0 00 
Oi'5 00 

G,811 67 ' , a,,,.n 90 

soo,ooo 00 

:JS~,117 27 

4!3,5Ci6 S5 
!l!>i ,6S4 12 



funded debt, 133,236 61 
On miscella

neousliauili
ties, 5,179 65 

---- 139.128 7G 

Dollars, 

To nmonnt of l>alanre of 
Cash on hand October 
31St1 18521 \'iZ: 

997,684- 19 

In United States 5 pr cent 
Bonds, 3,5i5,000 00 

In specie-interest recei v-
ed on United StatesBcmds, 164-,550 51 

- In specie-premium re-
. ceived on United 
States Bond~, 

In specie-1miceeds of 
sale of United States 
Bonds, 

In United States 5 per 
cent Bonds-Gener

al Scbool Funcl, 

41i,882 'i3 
----4,199,6i7 OS 

In specie ot' Gene1·nl 
School Fund, 

Dollars, 

53.000 00 

8,9i4 12 
61.0H 12 

---"' 4-,261,651 20 

6,367,835 6!1 

Stat~ of Texas in accmme current with Jame1 ll. Raym<md, 
7'reMurer, for the Ji'i11cal year ending October 318t, 1852. 

CR. 
By balance of cash on hand October 31st, 18511 Tiz: 

In specie of Revenue 
of State, 25,890 6S 

In specie of General 
School Fund, 12,051 88 

37,942 56 



In State llon<ls-5 per 
cent uf gcu'J. school 
FunJ, 

lly amount of 11pccie 
and (jovcr11111c11t Ji
alii I ities rccein:l<l in 
Ct•lltJc:t ion uf Rc\'C
nne of late Hvpuu
lic, viz: 

63 

In spec:io on acccount 
of l '11::;to111:;, SG 81 

In.~pecie on acconntof 
laxes, 2,463 GS 

In "Jlecic on account of 
Licenses, 292 02 

In specie on nccount of 
F111es, U iO 

In specie on ncc·o1mt of 
Ouvcrn111c11t Due~, 437 50 

Iu specie on n<:co1111t of 
sale of President's 
llouse-Ilouston, 2i0 00 

In Promi~ory Notes, 
etc., ou ac't of Uus-
t11111 ~, 1 i,791 10 

In Promissory Note~, 
etc., on account uf 
Pntcnt Feet>, 4,223 00 

In Promissory Notes, 
etc., on accou 11 t vt' 
G11,·ern111tJ11t Dues, 2,987 13 

In Pru111issury N otcs, 
etc., Oil aCCOUUt of 
Licenses, 1,701 00 

In Promissory N otcs, 
etc., 011 ac't of sale 
of Austin lots, 153 00 

In Anilited Paper on account of 
Go1·em ment Dues, 

In Exchequer Bills on account of 
Customs, 

3'1,000 00 

3,5Gi 71 

I I 

2G,945 23 

340 00 

675 00 

73,94-2 ~o 



In Public Debt Certificates on ac
count of Custou1s, 

By amount of llpecie recei,·Nl in 
collection ot' Ro\'enue of State, 
~ 

Yl 7. ; 

On account ofVcenseg, Taxes and 
interc&t on T11xc8, 

On account of Patent Fee~, 
Ou account of Government Dues 

on Land, 
On ac·count of Fees of Cfficc, 
On ac't. ut' rent of Public b11ild

i1ws 
Ou ;ccot. of i:nle of An;;tin Jot~. 
On ncconnt of salo of Cnstvm 

Hun;;<!$, 
On account of Finell, 
On ncconnt of rcf'n1111ing hy t11c 

U nitecl States for nd \'1U1<•c,., m:tdo 
to Cnpmins J t•lmdou 'it & llluck
wclJ 'i; companies, 

~ 

G,Rl 1 07 

1 Hl,iN !i5 
1,!IH:t, ~ 

1.~112 !l7 
l ,4;>5 t.iO 

1~7 ::!T 
4,.Ht.i (15 

:?,012 75 
::!j,IJO 

S.O!lJ 1~ 

:JS,3::l0 61 

1:39,~2'3 51 
By amonnt of Unitc<l Stnt{'fl 5 per 

cent. 13ondR rl·<·ch·cd th i11dl'lll· 
11ity from the Unitc<l Stith . .,., un
der act of C1111grc!iS1 appro,·c<l 
September 0th, l ;iO, 5,000,000 00 

Dy 1111101111t of spt·cio colll•<'tcd 
and rccci\•ccl on ncc·o1111t of' in
terest due upon U nitcd Stalci 5 
per CCNt Bn11d11 nfi.ll'c"llld, 274,090 10 

Dy "11101111t of' RJte<•io rct·ci,·cd in 
cxchnugo for $SOO,IJOO 00 Uni
t~d Stntes 5 per cent Bond:; t'olu 
by virtue uf an net of tho J.< .. •is-
1atnrc, approved l'cbl'uary ~Uth 
1s.;~, ' soo,ooo oo 

Dy amount of 11peeio rcceive<l rm 
accom1t of Pren ii nm upon $SOO. 
000 00, United States 5 per cent. 
B1111il:-1, sold as afi1rcsaid, 3G

1
250 00 

By amount of 11pccio 
received aa Prerui-



nm npon 572 United 
States 5 per centum 
Bonds, for$1000 00 
each, disbursed from 
the Treasury in pay
ment of the Public 
Debt of the late Re-
public of Texas 17,160 00 

Less, bill of exrenses 
(paid l>y the 1reasn-
re1·) attending the 
sale of $800,000 00 
United.StatesBonds, 11,166 16 

Dollars, 

5,993 84 
42,24-3 8!1 

6,36i,S35 62 

TREASURER'S OFFICE, } 
Austin, N ovewber 1st, J 8.i2 . 

.JAM.ES II. RAYMO~~, Treasurer. 

STATE~JENT "D." 
State of Texa8 in account current witlt Jame8 II. Raymond, 

on account of Special .Deposite8 for tlte focal y~ar endin9 
October 31, 1852. 

DR. 

To amount of Specie disbursed upon 
Treasurv Warrants drawn upon 
account of Special Deposites, viz: 

On account of County Taxes, 
" " Assessors' Fees, 

Balance of Cash on hand 
October 31, 1852: 

In Specie of County Taxes, $6,794 19 
" Assessors' Fees 601 36 . , 
" Settlement of 

Successions, 2,26T 38 

gG,335 OS 
569 17 

$9,668 93 

$6,904: 25 



GG 

In Exchequer Bills of County TnxcR, 2i3 10 
In Pro111is:111ry Nutea, Settfowuut ut' 

l,025 2l Succel)sious. 
gl0,967 24 
----
117,8i1 49 

en. 
Dy balance ot Cash on 

hand, October 31, 
1851, viz: 

$7,3i9 43 In Specie of Co. Taxes, 
" Settlement 

of Snccessions, 1,410 47 
In Specie of .Assessora' 

Fees, 608 !l-1 
$9,398 8-1 

In Excl1e<Jfcr Dills, on accouut of 
Connty 11xc11, 2i3 10 

In Promissorv N otcs of Settlement of 
Sucoessions, 1,025 21 

810,697 15 
Amount of Sbcie rcceh·ed on account 

of Special ti~ites, "iz: 
On account of ouuty 'l':txCfl, $5,i49 84 

" " A:.;s~sors' Fcc11, 567 50 
" " Settlement of Succcs· 

aioos, 860 91 
$i,1i4 34 

-----
81 i,Sil 49 

J AS. IT. TIA YMOXD, Trenaurer. 
Treuurcr's Office, Austin, Nuv. 1, 1852. 



81'.ATEMENT "C," No. 4-. 

Slunoing tlie amount ar>prnr,intrd firr Meli clrua and rleac1 iptin11 nf I'u1J'fr D · bt-tlte rr.mmmt pni d, 
and tlie balance rc111.arni11g in tlte 1'1'ctJ$ury uudl'awn. t!f' 1#.UJlt a11.JJropriation. ou the 8lbt 'fl Uclo
ber, 1852. 

=======;;;:~-;.;..;---.- -;;;..;-;:;:;-·:=;;;..;;...;...=.~-- ·-=~~============ 
- j A)tuu.-.r /')tUU!ll'l'I BAL1\ _\I -~ f.Liss .urn DESl'IUfflON OF DEBT. APl'RUPRI \T'D PR I WX. t:1'l>HAW'll. 

c============================================= ·- - - -=-
First Class.-Ten per cc11t. Fnn<lc<l Del.It, 5tli Fch'ry, 18-!0, 

" Eigli t per ccn t. " " " " " 
" Antlitc<I paper, 
" Miscclln11L•o111; linbilitic~, 
" lntcrcst on variou:> linuilitics, 

Second Cln~s Dl:ht, 

' 

Third Class DcLt, 
A mliteil hy special a<.'ts of the T,cgi!\lntnr<', 

• 

$t2G,200 001 rnt,5i5 oo 93,fii5 oo 
7 ,:?S-! 001 !J:~o oo o,3•>4- oo 

G!l,.J.;) I 52

1

- 4-7 ,827 7:1 21,fi:?3 77 
~W. I 29 87 16,239 8i !1,R!IO 00 

238, 173 G!-J 13!1, 1 :?8 7li !l!l,114--4- 87 
8 I 8,U I 0 68

1 

608,~87 4-2 21 o,023 26 
4-i,H51J 4-7 25,-1-4-1 51 l i,~J-l. 90 
3-l-,Ot3 55, 211, 103 7 f1 7 .31 !> ~O 

1$J,4-t.i2,8:.W 7. 1 ;Ul.li~US-! 12i$-!t.i.J,B5LJO 

J.lMES iI. RAYMOXD, Trea1Urer • 

• 

a 
""' 



• 
6S 

".D." 
JAMES II. R.\nro~o fo account icltA tlu; Stal8 of Tezas, on ac

count of pranium colk<.·td upo11 t/1e U1.ited Stata Bonda 
d~bu1'sed on public <Ubt. 

DR. 
For three per cent. premium cl1argcd nn<l collected upon 

512 U. States P>0nds hearing the per c•cut. inten~i;t, for $1,000 
each, and numbered from 1 t1l 5i'~ inclusive, which Bonds were 
disbursed from the Treasury in paymont of public debt prior 
and up to tl1tr 4-th day of May:, 1852. 

$5i2,000 at 3 por cent., $17,160 00 

• CR. 
Youcher 1.-fly amount 11nicl J11mcs n. Shn,v, 

Comph'ollcr, for hiti hill of expenses to New York 
city, for tl1c delivery of $tW0,000 U.S. 11011d~. sold 
to Corcoran & Uig,(,'S, 1111d tlie transportation, ini:;ur
ance and incidental cxpouscs. i11 tho tr:mi:mi~ion of 
the specie, proceeds of tliu sale of U. S. bonds, to 
the city ot' Austin, 

Volicher 2.-Ily amount ~)aid Geo. Hancock for 
1ervice~, risks nnd expe11set1, rn carrying $50

1
000, U. 

S. bonds, to S . . M. Willimu!l, Gah·cston, aud bring· 
ing hack the proceeds of said bonds in specie to the 
Trcnsury, 

Y uuchcr 3.-By amount pnid E. W. Taylor for 
carryin~ to Gal\'CiStnn $;)0,000, U.S. hon<ls, being 
part of' g100,ooo sold to S. M. Williams, 

By nmo1111t8 paid for ndnirtising salo\f bonds, 
to wit: 

Voucher 4.-Pnid Picnyunc Office, N. ·n., 
" :5.-1\Ierclannt's Day Book a.11d N. York 

Oonricr, 
" G.-,V11slii11,,.ton Union, 
" 7.-Anstin Gnr.etttt, Texas, 
" 8.-Hy amount deposited in the Treasu-

ry Oct. 31st, 185!!, per dtt_positc receipt No. 2071, 

10,542 ';5 

3~ 93 

50 00 

so 00 

53 23 
15 75 . 
27 50 

5,993 84-

... 17,160 00 
J.AS. II RAYM<J:ND, Tre<U1,rer. 
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BTATEXENT "B." No. 5. 

Of Special, D~tu in tho Trea8UrtJ, to t'he credit ef .&ta/ea of derea~ed perttona, October 31, 1852. 

-===tt====~!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!~!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!'!!!!!!!!'!!!I!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

nxm II II II . --,, OP' DEl'O~ITE. DY WDOll DEPOSITED. TO 8UCCESSJOY OP'. • :~~~:~ 

llii.y t8:~!1! q.-)L ::)tiL[•P· Atlmini.;tr.i'r/ .J;-;cn-f.it', - -docca:4ctl. ~ ii~? 1111 
Juli/ IS4-•1 ll10111a~ S11nrnon~, '' ·\Vurrcn Ahom, " 28.J:?5;, 
N "v'r " Y0mn·~ Q.,lcm·m " Peter Aldrich, " 54-S 8~ ;: 

" 1s4:;! fl11.s.::-W111. Wu~, " .John Jonell, " ~ 2suo;1 
A•t"''t'lt 184-t 1 Rallllall .Tunes, " .fohn L. Munks, " I 79 98 
])..!g1m1 'r I s-ts.l .fa-;. 11. Gilles\>ie, " : Lath Np Ch·1~e, " 
April l ~H-!'i. W. Y. Mc Far lind, " •. ¥111111~ .r. P1Lrker, " 
M11rch lS-!!I; II. J. Renne,t, ': '.U. Andt.!rtun, " 
lfay '' 1 .Jiune~ M. Alll•n, " , l>aniol lfor1lcn, " 

" •' .frto. W. Mid1lleton, " 1 Kcrnn Ur1111111m, " 
A 1t!,!'1nt " E. D . \Vright, " , E. )). Mnn•tcr, " 
S-!pt..:m'r '· Z. Ellisn11, " • !I>. Q11i11:.doy, '' 
D..!.:..:ru'r '" f .\11clrc\\" ~em, " .John ~lc,Plurc, " 
J rnJ 1$.)11. .\. ,J. H lm !ltun, " II. Trc1111r, " 
~eptcrn. " I .r11li11~ lw1111~r, " U. '11111\j,.rton, " 
J.Lnn:,ry ts.;1 .fuhn G. 8cipcr, " lle11r~ Dr•,op, " 

" '· Thomas Gray, " ;Willi1u11 Lench, " 
Yiuch " ll. I •. AncleNon, " Samuel ll:,rnett, " 
llay " Pau-ia SmiUi, " William .Mitchull, '' 

SI'f:crn. 11 TOTAL. 

$12~ 10: 
121 "\S' 

( 10 
4 ill 

7~ ·nll 
31 ill 
~..., !S 
2~ ·1:~ 

3:~ ·IJ 
1 Ii Ill 

4!3111 ! l 
I:Hi i3 
71 i·;!;)' 
20 u9 

$1,02Jl21 
-l' 
C> 



Au~1st " OseAr En~ledorei, " F. T. TA~o1', 
Septem. " F. fl. Wehh, " Hiram arren, 
October " R. 11. Chit•holm, 

,, 
V. V. Poineette, 

April 1852 < )sc-nr Engledore, " r~aac Simpson, 
:Mny " ~f. P. Clur.\·, " Da,'.i<l Clary, 

" h W. \V. M· 1rris & J. Der· 

" " maid, Executors, Ben. Foscue, 

" '' ft'ham Thompson, A<lm'r, James A. Cult-in, 
u ' · 

1
s. L. Jones, " John Kellen, 

Trcnaurer'a Office, Austin, Texas, November l, 1852. 

' 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

1421 
7091 

~~15f,I 
. 

141 SU 

711 
24055 
1491 $2,2G7' 

$ l ,Ui5 ~II $i,:W' .3~ -$3.2921 
as 
59 

JAS. Il. RAYMOND, Treasurer. 

·• 

•l ... 
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Messrs Evans of Bemr, Bee and Rowe were tq>poin.ted a. 
c~mmittee to wait upon the Senate, and inform that bod7 that 
His Excellency the Uovemor's Message had been received, and 
tender an invitation to the Honorable the Senate to take a seat 
within the House of Representatives for the purpose of heaiing 
the same read. 

The Senate was then received, and His Excellency the 
Governor's Message read to the llouse of Representatives and 
Senate in joint session. 

On motion of¥r. Scott, 5,000 copies of the Governor's mes
sage was ordered to be print6d ; amended by Mr. Bryau of 
Cameron, 500 copies each, of Spanish and Germen. 

On motion of Mr. Daggett, House adjourned until3 o'clock, 
P· m. 

THREE o'cz.oog, P. x. 
House met-roll called-quornm present. 
Mr. Evans of Polk submitted the following resolution : 
Re80Wed, That the Speaker appoint a committee on Milita

ry .Affairs, to corsist of seven members, and that the Hon. E. 
H. Tarrant be appointed chairman of said committee; adop 
ted. 

Whereupon the Speaker appointed Messrs. Tarrant, Lane 
Edwards, Evans of P., Neighbors, Hord and Johnson Mid 
committee. 

Mr. Neighbors introduced a bill t.o be entitled an act tQ en
co~e Internal Improvements in the State of Texas ; read 
first time. • 

Mr. Neighbors moved a suspension of the rule requiring 
bills t.o be read on three several days ; lost. 

Mr. Mabry offered the following resolution: 
Reaolved, That so much of the Govemor's message Mrelates 

t.o Austin's Colony, be referred to a Select committee; which 
was adopted. Wbereup~m, the Speaker appointed the follow
ing committee: Mess1'8. Mabry, Hamilton, Bryan of B., Har
deman of C., White and Turner. 

Mr. Jowers oftered the following resolution: 
Re8o1AJed, That the committee on Public Printing :00, and 

they are hereby required to contract for thirty copie.s of ~e 
State Gazette per week for each member of this Hoose. 

Mr. Scott oftered the following as a substitute, which was ac~ 
cepted: 

Re1101AJed, That the Honse of Representatives, in 1ieu-of the 
number of tri-weekly papers taken at the last session or 1be 

10 



Legislature, will subscribe for thirty copies of the Gazette aJUi 
the same number of the South-Western American; -providoo, 
that the proceedings of tho Hoose shall be pu bli hcd m one of 
said papers, and the debates published in the other, and that 
the committee on Printin17 be inst~ted to contract with the 
proprietors of the respective papers mentioned nbove. 

:Mr. Evans of Polk moved to strike out '' thirty" and .insert 
"fifteen." 

Mr. Scott moved to lay tho amendment on tho table. 
The yeas and nays being called for, were taken and stood aa 

follows: 
YEAS-Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bryan of C., Browder, Flana

gan, Hamilton, Hardeman of C., Hood, Hord, Johnson, Jow
ers, Lane, Lawson?... .Mabry, McDadc, Palmer, Patrick, Scott, 
atapp, Taylor of .t·., Taylor of H., Throckmorton and Tur
ner-23. 

N.ua--Mesers. Andrews, IlrTan of n.. Oannon, Charlton, 
Colee, Crabb, Daggett, Doom, Dunlap, Edward , fa·anil of B., 
Evans of A., Evans of P., llartley, Hardeman uf 1" ., Hooker, 
Lott, Maverick, Neighbors, l'ullock, Uains, Randolph, Ueed, 
Rossy\ Runnels, Russel, Speight, Tarrant, Thomson, Westmore
land, iVhite, Wilson and W ren-33. .Motion Jost. 

Mr. Scott moved tO amend by striking out " fifteen " and in
aerting twenty-five. 

llr. Browder moved to lay the amendment on the table ; car-
ried. . 

Mr. Browder moved ro reconsider. 
Mr. Palmer moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 

table; lost. 
Qneation on a reconsideration taken and canied. 
Mr. Runnels moved to lay the rcaolution aud amendmenta on 

the table ; lost. 
Question on the adoption of the amendment to the amend· 

ment. 
Mr. Bryan of Brazoria moved tho reference to the committee 

on Public Printing, with instructioois to report on to-morrow 
morning ; carried. 

A m~ was recei•ed from the Senate, through their Sec
retary, informing the Houee of the election of Mr William H. 
P&J'89ll1 M Enrolling Clerk, and Mr. John Flint, Reporter to 
tliat body for the present 8ell8ion. 
~~.· Stapp ~reeented th., following resolution : 
~, That that portion of the Governor'• meeeage which 



lUIB reference to fronJer defence, be referred to t.he oommi'*ee 
c.W'Military Affairs; 

That portion which re1ates to a general system of inteftW 
improvements, to the committee on Internal l'!!_Provementa. 

That portion which relates to Senators and Representative,, 
be reforred to the committee on Apportionment. 

That portion in relation to a geologica1 reconnoiesance of the 
the State, be referred to the committee on State Affairs. 

Mr. Taylor of Fannin moved to amend by adding: 
"And that portion which relers to Peters' Co1ooy to a Se

lect committee to be appointed by the Speaker;" adopted. 
WJaereupon the Speaker (lppoioted Messrs. Jc.boson, Pat

rick, Hartley, Ed wards and Bryan of Brazoria, slid committee. 
Mr. Cannon moved to amend by adding: 
"And that portion which relates to education, to the commit

tee on Education; adopted. 
Mr. Stapp moved to amend by adding: 
"That p<>rtion which relates to the Public Debt, to the com-

mittee on Public Debt;" adopted. • 
Question then recurred on the adoption of the resolution aa 

amended, and was carried. 
On motion of Mr. Bryan of Cameron, Mr. Palmer was ad

ded to the committee on Internal lmprovements-
Mr. Taylor of Fannin presented a bill to be entitled an. act 

to re-o~n the Auditorial Board; read first time. 
Mr. Flanagan introduced a bill for the relief of A. A. What

ley; read first time. 
Mr. Evans of Austin introduced a biJl for the relief of David 

Andrews; read first time. 
Mr. Daggett introduced the fo1lowing bills: 
A bill for the relief of George W. l)arriah and Ro.well Gor-

man; 
A bill for t11e relief of James l\Jorri11 ; 
A bill for the relief of George W. Browning; 
A bill for the relief of Jackson G. Walker; and • ' 
A bill for the relief of Charles R Slaughter, whioh were aev-. 

erally read a first time. 
Mr. Patrick presented a bill to apportion the Senat.on and 

Representatives of the legislature, amoug the several counties 
of this State according to the requirement.a of t.heConatitution; 
read :first time. 

By leave, Mr. Runnels presented tho petition of A.L llulme; 
read, and referred to the committee on Private Land Claiml. 

On motion of Mr. Charlton, tho Ilouse adjourned JmPI to
morrow 10 o'clock, a. m. 


